EuFoReC Newsletter – October 2007 (sent on 29 October 2007)

****************************************************************************************

Dear Members of the Research Committee,

I am glad to come back to you after a busy autumn start: many of us met at the conference of the European Society of Criminology in Bologna (26-29 September) where – amongst several other interesting sessions – a panel on restorative justice was given by Anna Mestitz, Ida Hydle, Arthur Hartmann and myself. 

Also, I do hope that some of you can come to Budapest from 7-9 November to the 10th Conference of the International Institute of Restorative Practices (http://www.iirp.org/hu07/index.php). 

If you could not come to these two events, no problem, there is a perfect opportunity to meet at the 5th Conference of the European Forum for RJ in Verona in April 2008 (details below)! Please try to come, bring your new projects, experiences and plans so that we can have personal discussions after all this “virtual” exchange!

Also, please do not forget to pay your membership fee to the Forum (details on: http://www.euforumrj.org/About/membership.htm#application). 

It is not nice to say, but by the end of this year, I will need to remove all those people from this list who have not yet renewed their membership. 

I am looking forward to receiving any news from you and – as ever - wishing you all the best, good luck and a lot of energy for your valuable work!

Yours,

Borcsa

********************************************************************
EVENTS

Building restorative justice in Europe. Cooperation between the public, policy makers, practitioners and researchers' is the title of the fifth conference of the European Forum, which will be held in Verona on 17-19 April 2008.

This conference will therefore invite participants to take a closer look at the practices and the structures of cooperation between the major actors in this field.

The registration and waiver form as well as other information can be downloaded from the Forum’s website: http://www.euforumrj.org/Activities/conferences.htm. 
***

The European Juvenile Justice Observatory OEJJ has scheduled an International Congress on “Phenomena in Juvenile Delinquency: New Penal Forms" for November 6 and 7, 2007, at Sevilla, Spain. 

Further details can be found at: http://www.oijj.org/plantilla.php?pag=100701&idioma=en
***

The Independent Academic Research Studies (www.iars.org.uk) is organising a Human Rights Training for young people on 10 November 2007 in London. The training is structured around the fundamental principles of Freedom-Respect-Equality-Dignity and their roles in tackling exclusion, inequality, discrimination, bullying and disadvantage. 

For more information, please go to: http://www.iars.org.uk/iars%20papers%20&%20projects/Theo%20papers/IARS%20human%20rights%20training.pdf or write an email to Theo Gavrielides at t.gavrielides@iars.org.uk 

***

Fraser Region Community Justice Initiatives (CJI) offers Restorative Justice based training sessions that are open to the general public during the fall 2007 and winter 2008. 

All courses take place at the Kwantlen College Conference Centre in Richmond, BC. 
The courses focus on restorative action in schools including the themes conversation peace and focus on implementation; and on inviting dialogue in which communicating restoratively in conflict and mediating in a restorative justice context are looked at. 

For more information, please look at: www.cjibc.org 

***
The Correctional Service of Canada (CSC) with the assistance of the Regroupement des organismes de justice alternative du Québec (ROJAQ) and the Association québécoise de justice réparatrice et médiation (AQJRM) announces a National Restorative Justice Symposium, November 20 and 21, 2007, in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, during National Restorative Justice Week.

European and Quebec universities, justice experts and social workers will discuss progress in the field of restorative justice.

For more information, please go to:

French language site:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/justiceparatrice.html
English language site:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/justiceparatrice_english.html
***

The American Society of Victimology has scheduled its Sixth American Symposium on Victimology for March 5-7, 2008 at Fresno Pacific University. 
More information: 

http://www.american-society-victimology.us/events/asv_2008/index.html
***

The International Association for Research in Juvenile Criminology announces the following conference: 17th conference of the International Association for Research in Juvenile Criminology, Swansea University, Wales, UK, 26th – 29th March 2008, Promoting Positive Practices: Transforming Youth Justice Policy and Practice.

More information: 

http://www.swansea.ac.uk/human_sciences/News/Events/Headline,18499,en.asp 

***

European Mediation Conference 2008: Building Relationships and Getting Results which takes place 10-12 April in Belfast, Northern Ireland.

You can find more information and can register on the conference’s website: http://www.mediationconference.eu/index.htm 

***

Mediation in national and international political conflicts on 5 - 6 June 2008, chaired by Jacques Faget (France), organised by the Onati International Institute for the Sociology of Law (Spain)

More information: http://www.iisj.net/antBuspre.asp?cod=3952&nombre=3952&prt=1 

Antigua Universidad

Apartado 28, 20560 Oñati (Gipuzkoa) – Spain

Tel.:  [image: image1.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image001.gif@01C81A3E.CF9D0D90" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]


<> class="skype_tb_img_space">+34 943 71 88 89[image: image3.png]


 

Fax: +34 943 78 31 47

E-mail: malen@iisj.es
***

********************************************************************

PUBLICATIONS, PRESENTATIONS

1. A new book of our COST ACTION A21 will be published soon!

Restoring Justice after Large-scale Violent Conflicts: Kosovo, DR Congo and the Israeli-Palestinian case

Edited by Ivo Aertsen, Jana Arsovska, Holger-C. Rohne, Marta Valinas and Kris Vanspauwen 

Willan Publishing, December 2007.

This book provides a comparative analysis of the potential of restorative justice approaches to dealing with mass victimization in the context of large-scale violent conflicts – focusing on case studies from Kosovo, Israel-Palestine and Congo, incorporating contributions from leading authorities in these areas.

More information: 

http://www.willanpublishing.co.uk/cgi-bin/indexer?product=9781843923022
***

2. Shaming, shame and recidivism: A Test of Reintegrative Shaming Theory In The White-Collar Crime Context by Kristina Murphy and Nathan Harris

In. British Journal of Criminology 2007 47(6):900-917

Despite the popularity of reintegrative shaming theory in the field of criminology, only a small number of studies purporting to test it have been published to date. The aim of the present study, therefore, is to provide an empirical test of Braithwaite's (1989; Braithwaite and Braithwaite 2001) theory of reintegrative shaming in the white-collar crime context. The data on which the study is based came from survey data collected from a group of 652 tax offenders. Consistent with predictions, it was found that feelings of reintegration/stigmatization experienced during an enforcement event were related to reoffending behaviour. Those taxpayers who felt that their enforcement experience had been reintegrative in nature were less likely to report having evaded their taxes two years later. Consistent with Braithwaite and Braithwaite's (2001) hypotheses, shame-related emotions were also found to partially mediate the effect of reintegration on subsequent offending behaviour. Implications for the effective regulation of white-collar offenders are discussed.

More info: http://bjc.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/47/6/900?etoc 

***

3. Two important documents issued by the Council of European about 1) the better implementation of mediation in criminal matters (it is called “penal” mediation which is already a good topic for discussion …) and 2) about the practice of different types of mediation in 12 European countries.

The documents can be downloaded from:

1. European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) - Draft Guidelines for a better implementation of the existing Recommendation concerning Penal mediation: 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CEPEJ(2007)13&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=prov&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=eff2fa&BackColorIntranet=eff2fa&BackColorLogged=c1cbe6 

2. European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) - Analysis on assessment of the impact of Council of Europe recommendations concerning mediation

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?Ref=CEPEJ(2007)12&Language=lanEnglish&Ver=original&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=eff2fa&BackColorIntranet=eff2fa&BackColorLogged=c1cbe6 

***

4. Special Issue of the Criminology and Criminal Justice journal 1 November 2007; Vol. 7, No. 4

Policing diversity/policing communities? Dilemmas and opportunities 

Edited by Gordon Hughes and Michael Rowe 

More info: http://crj.sagepub.com/content/vol7/issue4/?etoc
***

5. The Report of the Seminar ‘Restorative Justice and Victim-Offender Mediation in Europe: Overcoming Obstacles and Strengthening of Networking’ organised by the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health of Finland together with the European Forum for Restorative Justice and the European Law Academy (ERA) in Helsinki, Finland on 11-12 December 2006 is now available.

You can download the report from: 

http://www.fellegi.hu/files/Report_RJ-seminar_Helsinki_11-12Dec2006.doc    
***

6. A highly complex overview on RJ written by our dear committee member , Lode, in a very recently published criminology text book:

Walgrave, L. (2007) Restorative Justice: An Alternative for Responding to Crime, In. Shlomo, G.S. (Ed.) International Handbook of Penology and Criminal Justice. Ontario, Canada: de Sitter Publications.

More information about the book:

http://www.crcpress.co.uk/shopping_cart/products/product_contents.asp?id=&parent_id=410&sku=53876&isbn=9781420053876&pc= 

***

7. Handbook of Victims and Victimology 

Edited by Sandra Walklate (University of Liverpool)

Willan Publishing, 2007 September

The book includes a chapter on RJ written by Jim Dignan titled: ‘The victim in restorative justice’

There is also a chapter about ‘The role of the voluntary sector’ by our dear member, Brian Williams.

More information about the book: http://www.willanpublishing.co.uk/cgi-bin/indexer?product=9781843922575  

***

8. Attitudes of judges and prosecutors towards restorative justice in Hungary 

Presentation by Borbala Fellegi given at the European Society of Criminology conference in Bologna (26-29 September) and at the European Mediation Network Initiative Conference in Vienna (28-29 September) 

The power point presentations can be downloaded from: 

www.fellegi.hu/files/Bologna_ESCpres_2007Sept_BorbalaFellegi.ppt   and 

www.fellegi.hu/files/Vienna_pres_2007Sept_BorbalaFellegi.ppt 

Currently I am writing the full study in Hungarian that will be followed by a shorter version in English.

***

9. Judge Recommends Restorative Conferencing for Sexual Assault Cases
The Honorable Justice Marcia Neave, a Supreme Court judge (Appeals Division), in Victoria, Australia, and former chairwoman of the Victorian Law Reform Commission, has suggested that restorative conferencing can be beneficial in cases of sexual assault.

Justice Neave views the restorative conference -- a structured meeting between victims, offenders and their respective communities of care to repair harm from crime or wrongdoing -- as an effective way to provide support for victims and make perpetrators understand the effect of their actions.

Justice Neave's position was reported in the Australian newspaper "The Age," on September 9, 2007:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/justiceneave.html
The IIRP's Serious Offenses Seminar provides a real-life example of how restorative conferencing can be used successfully in cases of sexual

abuse: http://www.iirp.org/books_n_videos_info/sos.php
***

10. Scottish Government Study on Restorative Practices in Schools Reports Highly Positive Results

The Scottish Executive (government) released results this week of an evaluation of two years of implementation of restorative practices (RP) in 18 schools in three local authorities (LA's).

The report's executive summary states: "The evaluation indicates that RP, as they are developing in the pilot LA's and schools, can offer a powerful and effective approach to promoting harmonious relationships in school and to the successful resolution of conflict and harm."

Gwynedd Lloyd, head of educational studies at University of Edinburgh, one of the report's authors (a plenary speaker at the fall 2006 IIRP international conference), noted the study found that a whole-school restorative approach was more successful than a focus just on conferencing in response to behavioral offenses, and that implementation was more effective when all school staff were trained in restorative approaches, as opposed to only those staff who are specifically charged with handling behavioral issues.

To read the report, please go to:

http://www.safersanerschools.org/library/scottishstudy.html
***

11. Building Family Empowerment: CSF Buxmont's Individual Service Plans

Individual Service Plans (ISPs) are mandated by the Pennsylvania (USA) Department of Public Welfare for every youth referred under its jurisdiction, including Community Service Foundation and Buxmont Academy (CSF Buxmont) programs for struggling youth (demonstration programs for the International Institute for Restorative Practices). After developing ISPs for youth for many years, in 2002 CSF Buxmont decided to apply the restorative values of Family Group Decision Making

(FGDM) to the ISP process, letting families have a real, direct say in the development of their children's Individual Service Plans. Instead of professionals doing things for students and their families, the process now involves family members actively participating in their child's future.

An article by Lynn Welden traces the development of CSF Buxmont's restorative ISP process and includes interviews with staff and families.

To read the article, please go to:

http://familypower.org/library/csfisp.html
***

12. American Psychological Association Challenges School Zero Tolerance Policies and Recommends Restorative Justice

A report issued by the American Psychological Association (APA) found that zero tolerance policies in use throughout U.S. school districts have not been effective in reducing violence or promoting learning in school. The report called for a change in these policies and indicated a need for alternatives, including restorative practices such as restorative justice conferences.

This article by Doug Graves and Laura Mirsky provides details from the APA report.

To read the article, please go to:

http://www.safersanerschools.org/library/apareport.html
***

13. Did you know that the Contemporary Justice Review (http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/10282580.asp) often provides articles on RJ? Here is a selection of their RJ-related articles from the last two years:

· Young Offenders Speak About Meeting Their Victims: Implications for Future Programs Contemporary Justice Review, Vol. 9, No. 3. (September 2006), pp. 243-256. by Abrams, Laura, Umbreit, Mark, Gordon, Anne 
· An Anthropological Contribution to Peace and Conflict Resolution Studies Contemporary Justice Review, Vol. 9, No. 3. (September 2006), pp. 257-267. by Hydle, Ida 
· The Life Inside: Abolishing the Prison Contemporary Justice Review, Vol. 9, No. 3. (September 2006), pp. 269-275. by Quinney, Richard 
· Restorative Justice Developments in the Pacific Region: A Comprehensive Survey Contemporary Justice Review, Vol. 9, No. 2. (June 2006), pp. 127-154.by Maxwell, Gabrielle, Hayes, Hennessey 
· Reconciliation: I Know It When I see It 1 Contemporary Justice Review, Vol. 9, No. 2. (June 2006), pp. 155-174. by Mcgregor, Lorna 
· Faceing the Offender: Examining Public Attitudes Towards Young Offenders 1 Contemporary Justice Review, Vol. 9, No. 2. (June 2006), pp. 175-187. by Varma, Kimberly 
· Understanding Victim Retraction in Cases of Domestic Violence: Specialist Courts, Government Policy, and VictimCentred Justice Contemporary Justice Review, Vol. 9, No. 2. (June 2006), pp. 189-213. by Robinson, Amanda, Cook, Dee 
· Responding to Hate Crimes through Restorative Justice Dialogue Contemporary Justice Review, Vol. 9, No. 1. (March 2006), pp. 7-21. by Coates, Robert, Umbreit, Mark, Vos, Betty 
***

14. Farepak research about 150 000 victims of a company fraud
Over 150,000 Farepak savers lost Christmas savings when the company collapsed on Friday, 13 October 2006 and to mark the 1st anniversary since the collapse, Centre for Crime and Justice Studies (UK), in collaboration with the University of Birmingham and UNISON Welfare, have released preliminary research based on interviews with the victims.
The Farepak research is being conducted by Dr Basia Spalek of the University of Birmingham and is published as part of the Harm and Society project, a policy development project of the Centre for Crime and Justice Studies. The project aims to stimulate debate about the limitations of criminal justice and promote alternative perspectives on social harm, crime and social policy.

More information about the research: http://www.crimeandjustice.org.uk/pressrelfarepakoct07.html 

****************************************************************

OTHER NEWS:

1. IARS (www.iars.org.uk) is planning  to continue its RJ and sexual offending project. Phase 1 concluded with a publication at the Contemporary Justice Review Journal (http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/routledg/gcjr/2005/00000008/00000004/art00002). The next phase will involve fieldwork and they are interested to hear from anyone who would like to assist the project. 

For more information, please contact Theo Gavrielides at t.gavrielides@iars.org.uk, or Dale Coker at d.coker@iars.org.uk 

***

New law on mediation in criminal matters in Portugal (news sent by Clara Casado)
Lei nº21/2007, que cria um regime de mediação penal (Law 21/2007 introducing mediation for criminal matters) 
· This Law was passed in order to comply with art. 10 of the Council Framework Decision of 15 March of 2001 on the standing of victims in criminal proceedings (2001/220/JHA). Published by Diário da República on 12 June 2007, 1ª Serie – Nº 112

· The cases amenable to mediation are crimes against persons and crimes against property, subject either to semi-public or private prosecution procedures, punishable up to 5 years of imprisonment or less, or with a fine. Exceptions: crimes where the victim is under the age of 16, where the defendant is a legal person or offences against sexual freedom or self-determination.
· In the case that the evidence collected indicates that a crime has occurred and that the defendant was its agent, Public Prosecution can, at any time during the inquiry procedure and if its deemed appropriate for prevention purposes, refer the case to mediation; the victim and the defendant shall be informed thereof.

· Length of the mediation process: 3 months maximum and it can be extended for 2 months upon mediator’s request to the public prosecutor.

· If no agreement is reached, or in case the mediation procedure is not concluded within 3 months, the mediator shall inform Public Prosecution thereof, and the criminal procedure shall proceed.

· To sign an agreement implies that the victim drops the charges and the defendant does not oppose to it. 

· If the agreement is not fulfilled within the prescribed time-limit, the victim may renew the charge within one month, and the inquiry shall be re-opened.

· The agreement may not include duties whose fulfilment should extend for more than six months.

· Parties must attend mediation sessions in person and they can be assisted by a lawyer.

· The content of mediation sessions is confidential and it cannot be examined as evidence in criminal proceedings.

· Persons above 25 years of age with adequate academic graduation or professional experience and who have undertaken a VOM training recognized by the Ministry of Justice, may apply to be included into the lists of mediators.

· Mediation services are free of charge and shall work, at least during this experimental period, next to some small complaints courts, thus profiting from the latter’s logistics and organisation.

The Bill chooses not to regulate the internal aspects of mediation process in detail, thus leaving them to the rules governing the profession of mediator, professional ethics and best practices handbooks.

· The Law in Portuguese can be found at: http://www.dre.pt/pdf1sdip/2007/06/11200/37983801.PDF 

***

New VOM service for adults in the Barakaldo courts‘- SPAIN (news sent by Clara Casado)
· Run by Geuz University Centre for Conflict Transformation.

· Financed by the Department of Justice of the Basque Country

· Starting from July 2007

· By implementing VOM, the Autonomous Basque government aims at “humanising the criminal justice system and increasing victims’ satisfaction” to “reach the standards of other more advanced European countries towards restorative justice (RJ) and take part in the existing mediation networks”. 

· This new project is built on the basis of a collaboration agreement between the Basque Justice Department, the Barakaldo courts’ judicial authorities and the Prosecutors’ office. This agreement is of considerable relevance because in Spain there is no explicit legal base for mediation for adults. 

· Three mediators from GEUZ will be working in the courts’ building although new services in other Basque cities might be implemented progressively.

· Scientific evaluation of the programme will be carried out by Dra. Gema Varona, Basque Institute of Criminology, Basque Country University (Euskal Herriko Universitatea). 
· For more information, please go to: http://www.justizia.net/buscar.asp?Idioma=SP 

· Contact AGIS expert: Pilar LasHeras pilar.lasheras@unirioja.es 

· Contact person in Geuz: Carlos Romera carlos.romera@geuz.es or Alberto Olalde alberto.olalde@geuz.es
***

VACANCY: IIRP seeks a Professor of Education and Restorative Practices

(might not be actual anymore)

· A twelve-month appointment on a non-traditional schedule with
vacation time throughout the year. 
· A class schedule for adult learners; many weekends during peak periods; many free weekdays. 
· The faculty title of Professor. 
· The responsibility for teaching a broad range of courses in Education and introductory Restorative Practices at the master’s level. 
· The active advising of graduate students. 
· The active development of education curricula. 
· Initial appointment: January 2008. 
For more information, please go to: http://www.iirp.org/faculty_opening_email1.html 

***

Access over 25 Criminology, Criminal Justice and Interpersonal Violence journals for FREE. 

Register at http://www.sagepublications.com/crimfreetrial  

Access ends 15th December 2007

*******************************************************************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.
