EuFoReC Newsletter – November 2005 (sent on 12 November 2005)
*******************************************************************************************

Dear Committee Members,

Many thanks for sending your ideas & expectations concerning the future of the Committee. 

To sum up the received comments, it seems that the Committee could contribute the most to your activities by

· regularly sending information;
· stimulating networking and exchange amongst researchers in Europe, especially when concrete projects require international partnerships;

· providing exchange between the COST Action and the European Forum; and

· stimulating an ongoing critical reflection on the role of researchers and academics in RJ developments.

Concerning the idea of ‘virtual seminar’, it also received much support, although it is clear that not everyone will be able to participate in it depending on other obligations. Therefore, I propose to personally discuss its future structure and schedule at the Barcelona conference.

I think all of these objectives are important and can significantly contribute to our scientific activities. So I will do my best in coordinating this joint work. However, I would even more encourage you to contact individually as well to any members of the Committee if you have any news/ideas/requests to share.

And don’t forget to use the Discussion Forum - this is really a unique and useful feature of the European Forum’s website that we should all benefit from!

And now, please find some recent news in nutshell. In order to avoid ‘flooding’ you with unreadable long emails, here I don’t intend to send you too much info about particular topics. You can always gain more information from the relevant contact persons. However, please write to me if you find this information too short, too long or too overlapping with other information you normally receive. I will try to adapt it to your needs as much as possible.

Until soon, all the best!

Borcsa

******************************************************************

1. COST Meeting in Maastricht
1.1. We had a very interesting workshop focusing on identifying some of the main theoretical issues in RJ on micro (the internal mechanism of RJ) and macro level (RJ & the Society; RJ& the Law). A special contribution of this event was that it involved external experts from the field of law and sociology who commented on our work and hypothesis. Their presentations brought a number of new issues and aspects into the discussion from their (sometimes very) different approach. For the report of the workshop, please see the next issue of the Newsletter. 

1.2. We had 2 days while almost 40 researchers worked in 4 different working groups. The different groups continued their ongoing activities in the fields of

· WG1: evaluation 

· WG2: policy issues

· WG3: theory 

· WG4 (new!): the potential of RJ in dealing with violent conflicts and mass victimisation

Each group already outlined some findings that they have gained from the different sub-research activities. Most of the results will be published during the next year in journals or in specific COST publications. For more details, you can always contact the working group coordinators that you can find on

http://www.euforumrj.org/projects.COST4.htm .
1.3. At the Management Committee (MC) meeting we agreed, amongst other issues, on the two last meetings of the COST Action:

-           1 -2 -3 March 2006: MC and WG meetings in Tel-Aviv

5 March: Workshop in Tel-Aviv about the potential of RJ in ‘ethno-national’ conflicts 

-           final conference of the COST Action: during the second half of November 2006 in either Poland, Romania or Portugal

2. Summer School in Berlin on: 

“Justice as a societal and political matter. Equality, social and legal security as conditions for democracy and the market”
on 24-30 July 2006.

For further information about the Summer School now, please write an email to me and I am happy to send you a short summary about it. 

More detailed info will be available from 1 December 2005 at www.changing-europe.de.  

3. The IIRP's 7th International Conference is taking place during these days in Manchester
Their newsletters and website continuously report about very interesting presentations and findings of projects concerning the impact of RJ in school and family contexts as well as its effects in the child and juvenile welfare system.

You can easily subscribe to their e-newsletter on: https://www.enter.net/~restorativepract/Pages/eforum.html
Just as an example, you can find an article (http://www.realjustice.org/library/cosa.html) about how Circles of Support and Accountability with Individuals Who Have Committed Sexual Offenses might reduce recidivism of sexual offenders.

4. International Penitentiary Congress in Barcelona about some of the main criminological, sociological and organizational aspects of the prison system

30 March – 1 April 2006

For more information, please write to me or see the next issue of the Newsletter.

5. Videoletters Day Workshop on Friday 18 November

from 10am to 5pm at EnlightenNext, 13 Windsor Street, London, N1.

“Videoletters is a unique initiative which is having a huge impact on bringing reconciliation to the Balkan states. 

In a region where war and conflict have driven close friends, neighbours and work colleagues apart into ethnically separate states, the film makers invited individuals and families to record video messages to their former associates. With this simple idea the Videoletters concept has grown into a whole movement - with TV broadcasts, dedicated internet cafes for sending messages and a touring show. In place of suspicion and animosity a new climate of optimism and trust is being built.”

For more info about the workshop and the project, I can send you some specific information. You can also contact the project responsible, David Lowe at DLowe@EnlightenNext.org or by phone (+44 (0) 7789 555 444).

***********************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.

