EuFoReC Newsletter – May 2007 (sent on 31 May 2007)

****************************************************************************************

Dear Members of the Research Committee,

After a busy spring period, let me use these last moments before the summer comes in, and send you some recent information from the RJ world. 

First of all I would like to welcome some excellent personalities and experts of the restorative justice field, who asked me to include them to this mailing list:

Aarne Kinnunen, Ministerial adviser, Finland - Aarne.kinnunen@om.fi 
Belinda Hopkins, Director of the organisation “Transforming Conflict”, UK – Belinda@transformingconflict.org 

Catherine McManus, PhD researcher from the Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice, Scotland – Catherine.mcmanus@strath.ac.uk 

Claudia Rosende, Sociologist, Centro de Formacion Penitenciaria Estrada do Murganhal, Portugal - claudiar@dgsp.mj.pt
Federico Reggio, Researcher at the University of Padova, Italy - federicoreggio@yahoo.it 

Isabel Cunha Gil, lawyer, Portugal - isabelcunhagil@mail.telepac.pt 

Martin Wright, Vice-chair of the Restorative Justice Consortium, UK - Martinw@phonecoop.coop
I would like to encourage all of you – including old and new members – to _use_ this “free advertisement possibility” that our mailing list can provide and send me any information about your activities that might be interesting in relation to research activities in the field of restorative justice. While looking at the list of our committee, I can assure you that members of this community are ones of the most prominent personalities in the international RJ world, so your information will get into the right hands :).

Meanwhile, I would like to ask all of you – who would like to receive these emails in the future – to make sure you have paid your membership fee to the European Forum for the year 2007. According to the decision of the Board, by the end of this year I will need to do a Committee membership-revision and I am expected to remove those people from the list who have not paid their membership fee by the end of 2007. I hope you do understand and will stay with us in the future. 

Also, let me inform you that the European Forum is right after a very successful seminar that was taken place in Lisbon on 10-12 May. 

The seminar was organised within the framework of the Forum’s AGIS project. The programme’s general objective is “to realise, on the one hand, an effective support to the development of restorative justice in the south of Europe, and, on the other hand, to research what could be the potential role of the European Union in the further development of restorative justice in the whole of the European Union.”

More than 100 participants from more than 20 countries came to this event to discuss the opportunities and limitations/challenges experienced during the implementation of restorative justice in different parts of Europe. An important added value of this event was that a large number of policy-makers could come from countries that are rather in the beginning phase of introducing restorative justice. According to their feedback, the conference pointed out important new aspects of RJ and the information gained during these 3 days will help them in further developing RJ system in their countries.

Some of the presentations are already available from: http://www.euforumrj.org/Activities/seminars.Lisbon.htm 

Of course, no reporting without pictures….. You can find some about the conference here: http://www.fellegi.hu/gallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=Lisbon2007 

If you are interested in this AGIS project, please go to http://www.euforumrj.org/Projects/projects.AGIS3.htm or contact Clara Casado at clara@euforumrj.org. 

Before sharing some information that I have been recently gathering about restorative justice, let me wish you all the best and a successful and energetic summer-start!

Kindest regards,

Borbala

**************************************************************************************

RESEARCH 

1. “Restorative Justice the Evidence” 
Report by Professor Sherman and Dr Heather Strang 

The full text of the report can be downloaded from here: 

http://www.smith-institute.org.uk/pdfs/RJ_full_report.pdf  

“The research was carried out by Professor Lawrence Sherman, of the University of Pennsylvania, about to take up the position of Wolfson Professor of Criminology at Cambridge University, together with his colleague Heather Strang of Australia National University.They looked at some 400 RJ projects in the UK and internationally and selected 36 of them as those where offenders did not 'self select' themselves, so that the evaluation was untainted by bias or other inappropriate research practice. These studies were mostly trials of 'face to face' restorative conferences, often facilitated by police officers, or programmes on court-ordered restitution. Sherman and Strang concluded that, in comparison to conventional criminal justice, RJ conducted in this way "substantially reduced repeat offending for some offenders but not all". In fact the reductions were significant in violent crime and in crime against property - offences that make up the large majority of UK crime - particularly when there was a personal victim (as opposed to corporate victim or a victimless crime). Another important conclusion, one which will be of little surprise to practitioners, was that RJ tended to work more effectively the more serious the crime and the harm caused.” 

Source: Charles Pollar’s article in Resolution (May 2007)

******

2. “The vengeful victim? Assessing the attitudes of victims participating in restorative youth conferencing” 

by Jonathan Doak and David O’Mahony

International Review of Victimology, 2006, Vol. 13. pp 157-177.

“The task of delineating an appropriate role for the victim in the criminal justice system has been the subject of considerable debate in academia and policy circles for some time. While victim participation is considered something of a sine qua non of the restorative paradigm, many commentators remain sceptical of victim input in conventional sentencing on the grounds that it may lead to the imposition of overly harsh or onerous obligations. Drawing on evidence from a major evaluation of youth conference in Northern Ireland, this article challenges the assumptions that have traditionally resulted in their exclusion and even alienation in the criminal justice system.” 

*****

3. Linda Marklund (Peer Mediation in the North of Sweden), member of our Research Committee has just informed me that: 

“the first licentiate thesis in peer mediation and restorative justice is now printed. I will defend it on the 15 of June at Uppsala University. Unfortunate the thesis is in Swedish but there is an abstract in English and my hope is that I'll be able to write something in English as well soon. Fore those that are interested they can find the thesis on the following link:

http://www.diva-portal.org/diva/getDocument?urn_nbn_se_uu_diva-7966__fulltext.pdf ”

All those, interested in the thesis in more details, please contact Linda directly at linda.marklund@ltu.se.

Linda, congratulation and good luck on 15 June!!!! 

*******************************************************************************************

PUBLICATIONS AND ARTICLES

1. Restorative justice and hate crime: addressing the gap between practice and policy
by Dr. Theo Gavrielides, Baber Khan & Ryan Honeyman 

“Violence in all its forms is a matter of concern. However, violence that also corrupts our ability to function and live together as a society, and denies our humanity and value as human beings is a cause for even greater concern. Hate crime is one example. Evidence from international studies show that restorative justice practices such as mediation, family group conferencing, restorative boards and circles have positive effect on victims and offenders of hate crime. The restorative justice theory also claims that it offers a new paradigm that can either complement or replace the traditional criminal justice system and its retributive philosophy. Despite these positive messages and theoretical proclamations, restorative justice is still not considered by mainstream policy to be a viable, safe option for hate crime offences. A gap therefore seems to exist between the theory and actual application of restorative justice. 

  
This paper is part of a wider study that was carried out between 2000 - 2006 with restorative practitioners from around the world. This long term survey aimed to give the opportunity to people who have experienced restorative justice in practice to identify problems that they faced during implementation and which could help understand the gap that is claimed to exist between the theoretical and practical development of restorative justice. To achieve this, original fieldwork was carried out that did not merely observe the space that the gap creates, but also looked down into it in the hope of finding its causes and the practical problems that continue to encourage it. While restorative justice practitioners and theoreticians from around the world ask ‘why are criminal justice officials not letting the restorative movement to advance?’, this book asked ‘what is wrong with the movement’? 


The paper will focus on the application of restorative justice with hate crime but conclusions from the wider study will also be drawn. Some questions that will be addressed are: What is hate crime and what are the challenges facing criminal justice policy? Is restorative justice a viable option for hate crime - case studies from around the world. Is there a gap between the restorative justice theory and practice? Practical and policy implications of the alleged gap for addressing hate crime. How can the alleged gap be bridged?”

If you are interested in the full paper, please contact Theo at t.gavrielides@iars.org.uk 

It is an honour for our Research Committee that Theo, who is also our member, is invited to present this paper at the Stockholm criminology symposium on 4-6 June 2007.

Good luck, Theo with your presentation!

***********************************************

2. Restorative Justice: How It Works

by Marian Liebmann, Jessica Kingsley Publishers

ISBN 978-184310-074-4.

As Marian writes: “When I was working at Mediation UK in the late 1990s, we began to receive many enquiries about restorative justice. There were already quite a few books on the subject, but often quite complex and theoretical, or with detailed studies of research projects. I longed for a book called 'restorative justice made simple'. Despite the publication of excellent new titles such as Roger Graef's book 'Why Restorative Justice', and 'The Little Book of Restorative Justice' by Howard Zehr there still seemed to be a need to explain restorative justice to the growing number of people coming into the field and those working alongside restorative justice practitioners. Moreover restorative justice had spread to so many different contexts that there was a need for something which encompassed the range of practices without being too detailed or complex. This book aims to explain the philosophy of restorative justice in clear language, and to show how it can help restore people after harm has been caused,whether in a family, school,community, criminal justice or prison context. It draws on the practice of many projects throughout the UK, and also looks at its use in other situations worldwide. It is not a 'how to' book - there are other manuals and handbooks which serve that purpose. The chapters are organised in a mixture of
themes and contexts which have a progression but which can also be dipped into separately.” (Source: Resolution (The Restorative Justice Consortium’s Newsletter) – May 2007)

The different chapters include: Principles and history, Models of restorative justice, Early years and schools, Young people and adults in the criminal justice system, Restorative justice in prisons, Restorative justice around the world, Complex and sensitive cases, Research, Large-scale violence and oppression, and Arts approaches. 

For more information about the book, please go to: http://www.jkp.com/catalogue/book.php/isbn/9781843100744 

***********************************************

3. Restoring Justice - Campaigns against Miscarriages of Justice and the Restorative Justice Process 

by Stephen P. Savage

In European Journal of Criminology, Vol. 4, No. 2, 195-216 (2007)

“Miscarriages of justice in Britain have been exposed as injustices largely as a result of public campaigns by victims of miscarriages and by the families and associates of those victims. This study, based on empirical research on those involved with justice campaigns, examines the motivational forces behind justice campaigns and the goals that justice campaigners seek to achieve. In doing so it applies the conceptual framework and principles of restorative justice as a means of interpreting the motivations behind justice campaigns, and in particular the principles of victim participation, dialogue, communication, apology, healing and future orientation. It concludes that, insofar as justice campaigns exhibit restorative justice principles, this is very much a one-sided process, because the ‘offenders’ in miscarriages of justice - the state and state institutions - are reluctant to accept guilt or acknowledge failure.”

***********************************************

4. Criminal Punishment and Restorative Justice.

by David Cornwell. Waterside Press, UK. 2006.
In criminal justice debates, punishment is often defended as an end in itself. Eric Assur reviews a book that explores the need to move beyond punishment to a restorative focus.
“Some of the very best readings, as well as programmes, in restorative justice (RJ) come from outside of the United States. Many of the seminal restorative justice programmes began in Canada, New Zealand and/or with tribal groups. This book is therefore an important contribution to the growing body of literature concerning the application of RJ in the criminal justice arena.”

To read the book review by Eric Assur and get more information about the book, please go to: 

http://www.restorativejustice.org/editions/2007/april2007/book-review-criminal-punishment-and-restorative-justice 

***********************************************

5. Building Bridges: Integrating Restorative Justice with the School Resource Officer Model. 

by Swanson, Cheryl and Michelle Owen

International Police Executive Symposium Working Paper No. 1., 2007.  

“This working paper uses a comprehensive literature review to assess the potential to improve school safety and the delivery of services by school resource officers through the integration of the school resource officer model with the restorative justice approach. Strengths and weakness of the school resource officer model are examined. Theoretical premises and empirical findings from restorative applications in school settings are reviewed. The paper identifies specific areas where the school resource officer program could benefit from restorative philosophy and practice.”
The full text can be downloaded from here:

http://www.restorativejustice.org/resources/docs/swansoncheryl 

*******************************************************************************************

CALL FOR PAPERS:

Youth and Violence

Place of publication: Bielefeld, Germany

Type of publication: print/ or online

Published by/ edited by: University of Bielefeld, Institute of Interdisciplinary Research on Conflict and Violence

Topics: The organizers would particularly welcome contributions discussing how individuals cope with and assimilate social experience with respect to violence, as well as analyses that seek to explain why different ways of coping—violent and non-violent— arise under comparable, adverse social conditions. As well as empirical analyses explaining causes, the organizers would also welcome investigations on the subject of preventing violence among adolescents. They would like to receive contributions from a range of scientific disciplines, including history, sociology, education, psychology, criminology, and law.

Deadline: August 31, 2007

Contact: Secretary, University of Bielefeld, Institute for Interdisciplinary Research on Conflict and Violence, Peter Sitzer, Scientific Assistant

E-mail: peter.sitzer@uni-bielefeld.de 
Internet: http://www.ijcv.org/docs/cfp/CfP_IJCV_1-2008.pdf
*******************************************************************************************

EVENTS

***********************************************

1. Restorative Practices in cases of Sexually Harmful Behaviour: A one-day conference
Date: 12 June 2007

Venue: The Together Trust, Cheadle, Greater Manchester

To register, please contact Rita Campion (tel: +44 (0) 161 743 4665, rita@aimproject.org.uk) 

(Source: Resolution (The Restorative Justice Consortium’s Newsletter) – May 2007)

***********************************************

2. On moving forward - Summer school 2007 

Organised by the European Forum for Restorative Justice 

Riga, Latvia

27 June – 1 July 2007 

For more information, please go to: http://www.euforumrj.org/Activities/schools.htm 

***********************************************

3. Restorative Justice Consortium Summer Forum and AGM

Date: 10 July 2007

Venue: The Diana, Princess of Wales, 

Memorial Fund, County Hall, Westminster

Bridge Road,London SE1 7PB

For registering, please write to admin@restorativejustice.org.uk 

Guest speakers: Professor Larry Sherman and Dr Heather Strang 

(Source: Resolution (The Restorative Justice Consortium’s Newsletter) – May 2007)

***********************************************

4. Exploring the restorative practices continuum - A Five-Day Experience 
IIRP Summer Training Institute

Mnday-Friday, July 9-13, 2007

IIRP Campus, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA

Register for the IIRP's third Summer Training Institute, a journey from basic philosophy to in-depth preparation in implementing restorative approaches.

Participants will gain knowledge and experience in:

- Restorative Practices Concepts and Strategies

- Restorative Circles

- Restorative Conferences

- Family Group Decision Making (FGDM)

For more information and to register, please go to:

http://www.iirp.org/institute
***********************************************

5. Annual conference of the European Society of Criminology 

Bologna on 26-29 September 2007 

You are kindly invited to submit a proposal for a paper, that could be part of one or several pre-arranged panels on restorative justice research. If you are interested in participating in such a panel, please register and submit your abstract via the conference’s website here: http://www.eurocrim2007.org/papers.html as soon as possible (official deadline is extended until 15 June 2007!). 

If you are interested in participating in a restorative justice panel, please send your abstract also to Ivo Aertsen (ivo.aertsen@law.kuleuven.be). 

Your proposal needs to include your title, name and affiliation, a 150-250 words abstract and 2/3 keywords. 

More information about the conference can be found on its website: http://www.eurocrim2007.org/ . 

***********************************************

6. The 4th Winchester International RJ Conference 
organised by Winchester RJ Group in association with RJC Restorative Justice: When, Where and How It Works

Date: 9-11 October 2007

Place: Guildhall Winchester, Hampshire SO23

Already confirmed presenters are:

Howard Zehr, Lawrence Sherman, Her Honour Judge Bria Huculak, Graham Robb

For more information, please go to: http://www.neilstewartassociates.com/rj2007/ 

***********************************************

6. IIRP 10th World Conference: Improving Citizenship and Restoring Community

Date: 7-9 November 2007

Venue: Danubius Hotel Flamenco, Budapest, Hungary

For more information about the conference, please go to:

http://www.iirp.org/hu07
*******************************************************************************************

GRANTS

Anyone who is interested in restorative justice and peace studies might find this call useful:

PhD Funding in War and Peace Studies. Allan and Nesta Ferguson PhD Bursary Award

Institution/Organiser: Liverpool Hope University’s Desmond Tutu Centre for War and Peace Studies

Kind of support/work: fellow

Duration: three years

Site: Liverpool, UK

Topics: Liverpool Hope University’s Desmond Tutu Centre for War and Peace Studies is pleased to announce the Allan and Nesta Ferguson PhD Bursary Award in the field of War and Peace Studies, to commence in September 2007. A Studentship is available to students wishing to conduct multidisciplinary research into violent intergroup conflict, conflict transition, conflict resolution and peace building. As growing area of interest for the University is African Studies, students wishing to focus on conflict and/or conflict resolution in an African context are particularly welcome to apply. Bursaries are for a three year period and include fees and an annual award of £10,000, subject to satisfactory progress.

Contact: Jean Johnson, Postgraduate (Research) Studies, Liverpool Hope University, Hope Park, Liverpool L16 9JD, UK

	Tel.: +44-(0) 151-291 3482
	Fax: +44-(0) 151-291 3835


E-mail: johnsoj@hope.ac.uk
Internet: http://www.hope.ac.uk/research/PhD-funding/war-and-peace-bursary.htm 
*******************************************************************************************
VACANCY

1. Advert on Lectureship in Criminology at the Cardiff School of Social Sciences

3 Year Fixed-Term Lectureship in Criminology

£26,402-£31,535 (Grade 6) or £33,465 - £38,772 (Grade 7)

The School is looking for applications from outstanding individuals in the field of Criminology.

You should be committed to working collaboratively in the School’s interdisciplinary environment and to developing its programme of theoretically informed empirical research.

You will contribute to undergraduate and postgraduate teaching and the supervision of graduates may be required.

You should have a higher degree (preferably at doctoral level) or equivalent research experience, reflected in a record of publication.

The post is fixed-term for three years to cover the period of the award of an ESRC Professorial Fellowship to Professor M Levi.

Informal enquiries can be made to Professor Gordon Hughes

Email:  HughesGH@cf.ac.uk 

Tel:  +44 (0) 2920 87 90 55.

Further details of the School can be found at http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/socsi/
***********

2. Position announcement for head of social sciences unit
Interested in working for an international organisation?  The European Science Foundation (ESF) is advertising for a new Head of the Social Sciences Unit.  As well as being in possession of a PhD, preferably with a further 10 years research experience in a relevant science area, and general knowledge and awareness of related sciences, candidates should have a proven experience of science management and in implementing peer review processes, a good working knowledge of European and national research structures (especially ESF Member Organisations) and institutions and European and international science policy.  For full details, see the attached announcement.  Applications should reach the ESF by 11 June 2007.  

You can discover more about what the ESF is and does on the website and check out the current Head’s job description here: http://www.esf.org/jobs/meet-our-people.html 

*******************************************************************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.

