EuFoReC Newsletter – May 2006 (sent on 23 May 2006)
*******************************************************************************************

Dear Colleagues,

I hope the spring arrived to all of you from Norway to Albania….

New Member in the Committee 
I am happy to announce that Alan Crisford, Senior Project Manager of SOVA Wessex (UK) as new member of the European Forum indicated his willingness to join our Committee. As can be read in his introduction, for the past three and half years he has worked for SOVA Wessex providing restorative justice interventions for a large youth offending team in southern England. Prior to this he studied at the Institute of Criminal Justice Studies at Portsmouth University firstly for his BSc in Criminology and then going on to complete a masters degree in Criminal Justice Studies. Since working with SOVA, he has been increasingly interested in the carrying research into the area of restorative justice and as a result he would be very interested in becoming involved in this committee.

On behalf of this team let me welcome you in the Committee, Alan, and encourage both you and all the members of the Committee to contact each other if you have any ideas for cooperation or exchange!

Barcelona Conference

As probably all of you know, the Barcelona Conference is coming very soon (15-17 June). Since many of the Committee members will attend this conference, I would be very happy to arrange a meeting for us as a Committee in order to raise our level of communication from this “virtual community” to a more personal level :). Such a meeting could be useful to inform each other about our current restorative justice-related research activities. We could also discuss what direction should the Research Committee take in the future in order to effectively help you in your projects. Furthermore, we could map the possibilities for international partnerships amongst ourselves. 

However, these are just some ideas of mine and I would more than welcome any of your suggestions for the issues to be raised. 

The future direction of this Committee fully depends on the interests of you as members. Therefore, let me kindly ask you
1. whether you see the value of and you would spend some time for a Committee meeting during the Barcelona Conference;

2. if so, what topics you think we should discuss;

3. which dates would fit you for the meeting from the following two options:

a. 14 June afternoon or evening (the day before the conference starts)

b. 15 June at 17.00 (during the “Fringe Meetings” block that was scheduled in the conference programme)

If you need further information about the conference, you can find everything here:

http://www.euforumrj.org/conferences.htm#Barcelona
 

For those coming to the conference, many thanks for your response and see you soon in the Gaudi-world! For the others, I hope we will meet soon at another conference.

And now, please find some recent news from the criminology and restorative justice-world that might be interesting for your work. 

Warmest regards,

Borbala

**************

EVENTS
1. 6th Annual Conference of the European Society of Criminology, 26 – 29 August, 2006, Tubingen, Germany 

The deadline for abstracts submission has been extended until:  June 15th, 2006

Abstracts can be submitted through the website of the Conference: http://www.eurocrim2006.org  

Registration forms for the Conference can also be downloaded from the Website and must be sent to the Executive Secretariat. As always, early registrations (payments received before July 1st) are cheaper than registrations received from July 1st on.

2. Exploring The Restorative Practices Continuum 

A Five-Day Immersion, IIRP Summer Training Institute

Monday-Friday, July 24-28, 2006

IIRP Education Center

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA

Participants will gain knowledge and experience in:

- Restorative Practices Concepts and Strategies

- Restorative Circles

- Restorative Conferences

- Family Group Decision Making (FGDM)

For more information and to register, please go to:

http://www.iirp.org/summer
To download a PDF of the brochure and registration, please go to:

http://fp.enter.net/restorativepractices/iirpsummer06.pdf
**********************************************

PUBLICATIONS

1. Rec(2006)2 on the EUROPEAN PRISON RULES is adopted 

The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, Strasbourg, France, has adopted the Recommendation Rec(2006)2 during its 952nd meeting of the Ministers´s deputies on 11 January 2006.

Rec(2006)2 contains the fully overhauled new 2006 version of the EUROPEAN PRISON RULES, which overrules the 1987 version of the European Prison Rules.

The 46 Member States of the Council of Europe are requested to consider these rules as standard minimum rules in prison adminstration and offender treatment, and to adapt their national legislation or administrative rules accordingly.

There are two versions available: an English and a French version of Rec(2006)2. Please find, attached, the English version of Rec(2006)2. 

2. Conflicts and Conflict Resolution in Middle Eastern Societies: Between Tradition and Modernity

By: Albrecht, Simon, Razaei, Rohne, Kiza (Berlin: Duncker and Humblot, 2006)

has recently been published. One of its authors, Holger C. Rohne is also member of our COST Action as researcher in the Working Group 4 (Restorative Justice, Violent Conflicts and Mass Victimization). He is doing research on the possible responses to be given to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, including many elements of restorative justice.  
3. Media and the Path to Peace

By: Wolfsfeld, Gadi; Bennett, W. Lance; Entman, Robert M. (UK: Cambridge University Press)

	
	This book examines the role the news media plays in peace processes, arguing that it is often destructive. Wolfsfeld examines three major cases: the Oslo peace process between Israel and the Palestinians; the peace process between Israel and Jordan; and the process surrounding the Good Friday Agreement in Northern Ireland. 

For more information, please go to: 


http://www.ebooks.com/ebooks/book_display.asp?IID=255110 

**********************************************

VACANCY

Upon Sir Anthony Bottoms´ retirement from the position as Wolfson Professor, the University of Cambridge, UK, Institute of Criminology, is looking out internationally for a possible successor on that chair. For the detailed description of the professorship, please see the attached document. 

If you would like to visit the Institute of Criminology Website, go to:  http://www.crim.cam.ac.uk/
**********************************************

OTHER ISSUES

1. Research Tools

Although, you might well know these databases, let me raise you attention to the 

1. Reading Room Database of the European Forum’s Website (http://www.euforumrj.org/reading.room.asp) that includes the abstracts of the major restorative justice-related books and articles and to the

2. Restorative Justice Online Research Tool http://www.restorativejustice.org/research that contains over 6000 citations to publications related to restorative justice.

2. Restorative Justice study trip in England and in the USA (28 March - 4 May)

Thanks to the financial support of the COST Action A21 I have just come back from a 5-weeks long study trip (“Short Term Scientific Mission” – STSM) during which I visited different types of organisations in England and in USA applying restorative justice in various contexts. My research trip was based on shadowing practitioners, participant observations and qualitative interviews conducted with professionals, victims and offenders. By these methods I aimed to gain a deeper insight into the different ways of applying the principles and techniques of restorative justice in
- school settings 
- the social welfare and child protection system 
- community development and neighbourhood contexts 
- hate-crime issues and
- the criminal justice system, with special regard to the activities of the police, youth offending teams, the probation service and the prisons.

If you are interested in a short summary of the trip or the scientific report, please go to: www.fellegi.hu   

***********************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.
