EuFoReC Newsletter – March 2008 (sent on 31 March 2008)

****************************************************************************************

Dear Members of the Research Committee,

Spring came in and it seems not only birds woke up, but also the RJ-activists .

There is again a lot of news to read, so I don’t want to waste your time, just wish you all the best and hope that many of us will meet very soon at the next conference of the European Forum in Verona, to be held on 17-19 April!

Warmest regards from Budapest,

Borbala 

*********************************

CONFERENCES

8 April 2008: ROTA Conference - Restoring Relationships: Addressing Hate Crime Through Restorative Justice, London
The conference will launch ROTA’s two year research and policy report which aims to reduce the potential for hate crime and to assess the applicability of restorative justice with hate crime in London. The event will also disseminate recommendations for multi-agency partnership solutions to address the gaps in criminal justice policy and practice in London. Please consult the attached flyer for more details.

Keynote speakers include George Mills, from the Equality and Human Rights Commission, Bennett Obong from the Metropolitan Police Authority and Elena Noel from Southwark Mediation Centre.

Venue: UCU Conference Unit, 27 Britannia Street, London WC1X 9JP

Please confirm your attendance by following the link http://www.rota.org.uk/pages/ROTAEvents.aspx or by contacting Giulia Liberatore at giulia@rota.org.uk (telephone number 020 7729 1310).

***

14-17 April 2008, Restorative Practice Spring Intensive - Reminder A Two-Day Immersion in a Restorative Alternative School Environment Plus Two Days of Core Restorative Practices Training, IIRP Campus, 544 Main Street, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA
Explore the full potential of restorative practices in a powerful four-day experience that will immerse you in the restorative culture of CSF Buxmont schools for delinquent and at-risk youth, followed by two days of core restorative practices training. After firsthand involvement in the restorative environment of a CSF Buxmont school, deepen your understanding by learning about what you've experienced.

CSF Buxmont programs are a significant example of a restorative environment. In two research studies, these programs were shown to halve re-offending rates and improve social values and self-esteem.

For more information, please go to: http://www.iirp.org/intensive/index.php
***

5th biennial conference of the European Forum for Restorative Justice – 
“Building restorative justice in Europe. Cooperation between the public, policy makers, practitioners and researchers” 

On 17 – 19 April 2008 the 5th biennial conference of the European Forum for Restorative Justice will take place in Verona, Italy. 

Restorative justice is about people acting together to resolve their conflicts and to find a way to set wrongdoing right by repairing the harm incurred. It builds on the cooperation between different professions and institutions supporting the efforts of the stakeholders. Moreover, for the restorative justice movement to gain momentum and to become ingrained in society, an understanding and accepting attitude of the wider public, including the media, is needed. This conference will therefore invite participants to take a closer look at the practices and the structures of cooperation between the major actors in this field.

A substantial part of the conference will be devoted to the AGIS project “Restorative justice: an agenda for Europe”. Next to presenting and discussing the difficulties encountered in Southern Europe to consolidate the implementation of restorative justice and their possible answer, the needs and possibilities for further regulation and action in this field on behalf of the European Union will be discussed. 

The European Forum will strive again for a highly interactive conference. Each half day will start with a plenary session, followed by workshops, followed by café conferences. Each workshop will consist of only one or two presentations to give ample time for discussion, not only between presenters and participants, but also between participants.

For more information, please go to: http://www.euforumrj.org/Activities/conferences.htm.  

***

14-15 July, Victims & Mediation Seminar organised by APAV – Portuguese Association for Victim Support , Lisbon Portugal

Organized under the Project Victims & Mediation, co-financed by the European Commission, this seminar aims to attain a more exact notion of the current standing and treatment information of victims in victim-offender mediation projects and programmes in Europe. In recent years, victim-offender mediation has earned a greater attention by those whose mission is to provide support to victims of crime and whose assessment on this issue may be briefly expressed in following idea: mediation is a practice which may entail potential positive outcomes for victims of crime in recovering or minimising the effects of victimisation, if certain factors are adequately taken into account. 
More detailed information can be found on the website: www.apav.pt/victimsmediation.

***

15-19 July 2008, ‘Building Sustainable Futures - Enacting Peace and Development’ by IPRA – Building Sustainable Futures, Enacting Peace and Development University of Leuven, Belgium

The conference is made up of plenary sessions, which focus on specific issues that continue to influence the peace and conflict process significantly, as well as panels and roundtables organised by IPRA’s Commissions and Working Groups, plus special events.
Tentative plenary sessions: Human Security and Development • African Peace Building • Peace Research in Latin America • Listening to the Middle East • Peace and Intellectual Solidarity • Effective Non-Violent Policy-Making • Youth and Conflict/Peace • Faith in Peace

For more information, please go to: http://soc.kuleuven.be/iieb/ipra2008/conference/index.php 

***

17-18 September 2008, Family-Centered Solutions – Conference by the Family Rights Group, UK, Stratford-upon-Avon, UK
This major international conference will bring together families, key policy-makers, researchers and practitioners. The conference will examine different models of family-led practice, including family group conferences (also called family group decision making conferences), and exploring ways to develop sustainable practices to meet children and their families' needs.

Deadline for call for workshop and seminar presenters: 20th March

Family Rights Group is the charity in England and Wales that advises parents and other family members whose children are involved with or require social care services.

More information about the organisation and the conference: http://www.frg.org.uk
***

22-24 October 2008: IIRP’s 11th World Conference “Restoring Community in a Disconnected World”, Toronto

The IIRP invites you to submit a proposal to present at "Restoring Community in a Disconnected World," the IIRP's 11th World Conference, to be held October 22-24, 2008, at the Holiday Inn Select Toronto Airport, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

The deadline for proposals is April 21, 2008. 

This interdisciplinary conference will provide an international perspective on restorative practices theory and practice in a variety of settings, from education to social welfare to criminal justice. Submit a proposal to present a 50-minute session, sharing your knowledge and experiences. No formal written papers are required. A reduced conference rate is available to presenters.

More information can be found on the website: http://www.iirp.org/on08/index.php. 
***

VACANCY

The UNDP is looking for a senior consultant to help with the development of the practice of victim-offender mediation in Turkey. 

The deadline for applying for this position is 1 April 2008. 

Details about this position can be found here: http://www.undp.org.tr/Gozlem2.aspx?WebSayfaNo=1296.

PUBLICATIONS

NEW COST BOOK PUBLISHED!

Restoring Justice after Large-scale Violent Conflicts - Kosovo, DR Congo and the Israeli-Palestinian case, Willan Publishing.

Edited by Ivo Aertsen (Catholic University of Leuven), Jana Arsovska (Catholic University of Leuven), Holger-C. Rohne (Max Planck Institute), Marta Valiñas (Catholic University of Leuven), Kris Vanspauwen (Catholic University of Leuven)
This book provides a comparative analysis of the potential of restorative justice approaches to dealing with mass victimization in the context of large-scale violent conflicts – focusing on case studies from Kosovo, Israel-Palestine and Congo, incorporating contributions from leading authorities in these areas. 
One of the main objectives of the book is to examine if, how and to what extent restorative justice is applicable in various different cultural, social and historical contexts, and what common themes can be identified within the different regions under analysis.
The book will also provide a critical analysis of the UN Basic Principles on the use of restorative justice programmes in criminal matters as applied to the context of large scale violence.
For more information about the book, please go to: http://www.willanpublishing.co.uk/cgi-bin/indexer?product=9781843923022 

***

ANOTHER COST BOOK PUBLISHED RECENTLY!

Images of Restorative Justice Theory 

Edited by Marko Bosnjak, Johann Deklerck, Christa Pelikan, Bas van Stokkom, Martin Martin, Frankfurt am Main, Verlag für Polizei und Wissenschaft, (2007), ISBN 978 3 86676 021 9. 

For details, please go to:  http://www.buchhandel.de/detailansicht.aspx?isbn=978-3-86676-021-9 

***

“Family Group Conferencing in Australia 15 Years On” report by Nathan Harris
In. Child Abuse Prevention Issues No. 27 2008. National Child Protection Clearinghouse / Australian Institute of Family Studies  

Family group conferences were first legislated for in New Zealand in 1989 and since that time have captured the imagination of professionals and academics with their capacity to involve families and communities in a collaborative approach to child welfare concerns. Child protection systems in Australia, as in many other countries, have subsequently introduced conferencing programs. The first trial in Australia was initiated in Victoria in 1992 by a non-government agency (Ban, 1996), and trials in other states soon followed. Fifteen years later, a question worth asking is to what extent has conferencing become part of child protection practice in Australia's states and territories. 

The report is available online at: http://www.aifs.gov.au/nch/pubs/issues/issues27/issues27.html
Tip! A lot of interesting publications (by Braithwaite, Ahmed, Harris) can be downloaded from the website of “Micro Foundations of Democratic Governance” here: http://demgov.anu.edu.au/publications/list.author.html 

***

The European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ) has issued guidelines for a better implementation of the Council of Europe's recommendations concerning mediation in penal matters.

The guidelines can be downloaded from: http://www.fellegi.hu/files/CEPEJ_guidelines_mediationinpenalmatters.doc 

***

Guilt and Shame as Predictors of Recidivism - A Longitudinal Study With Young Prisoners 

By Daniela Hosser, Criminological Research Institute of Lower Saxony 

Michael Windzio, Criminological Research Institute of Lower Saxony 

Werner Greve 
In. Criminal Justice and Behavior, Vol. 35, No. 1, 138-152 (2008)
DOI: 10.1177/0093854807309224

Shame and guilt are moral emotions that result from deviations from internalized standards. Both constructs differ with respect to their genesis, to the emotions accompanying them, and to their behavioral consequences. Shame is associated with a loss of self-respect, social withdrawal, anger, and aggression. Guilt, on the other hand, supports prosocial behavior and motivates compensation for the inflicted loss. Based on repeated interviews with 1,243 offenders from six prisons for young offenders, the study examined to what extent feelings of shame and guilt experienced during a prison term influenced recidivism after release. An event-history analysis indicated that feelings of guilt at the beginning of a prison term correlated with lower rates of recidivism, and feelings of shame correlated with higher rates. Results are discussed with regard to their implications for further research and the justice system. 
Key Words: moral emotions • risk factors • relapse • event-history analysis
The abstract is also available from: http://cjb.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/35/1/138?etoc 

***

	
	Victims - Support and assistance (2nd edition) (11/01/2008) by the Council of Europe.

True justice depends not only on states' ability to prosecute the perpetrators of a crime, but also on their capacity to restore the situation of victims. For over fifty years, the Council of Europe has contributed to building a common legal area based on the respect of human rights, democracy and the rule of law. The fight against crime has been at the heart of these efforts. Since the 1980s, the Council of Europe has integrated the victims' perspective in its work in this field and has produced and updated a set of legal instruments to assist states in dealing with victims' needs. This publication brings together these standards. It is intended to provide a handy, comprehensive reference document. 

For more information, please go to: http://book.coe.int/EN/ficheouvrage.php?PAGEID=36&lang=EN&produit_aliasid=2249 


[image: image1]



***

International Co-operation on the Implementation of Restorative Justice in Poland and Great Britain

- the final report is available 

 

“This Report has been compiled from the activities that were organised as part of a three-year project funded by the British Academy and the Polish Academy of Sciences. Its purpose was to exchange information and experience about the use and effects of re storative justice and victim/offender mediation for both adult and juvenile offending. The Report includes reflections on Polish practice, and papers given by Polish and British experts. It is intended to inform colleagues (in whatever capacity) working with restorative justice and victim offender mediation of developments within Poland and Great Britain.”

If you are interested in receiving the full text of the report, please contact Dr. David Miers at miers@Cardiff.ac.uk. 

***

Book Review: Aertsten, I., Daems, T., & Robert, L. (2006). Institutionalizing Restorative Justice. Portland, OR: Willan. Pp. 313 

By Morris Jenkins, International Criminal Justice Review 2007;17 356-358
http://icj.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/17/4/356 

***

Book Review: Adam Crawford and Tom Burden Integrating Victims in Restorative Youth Justice Researching Criminal Justice Series Bristol: Policy Press, 2005. 102 pp. £14.99 ISBN 101861347855 

By Brian McIntosh, Criminology and Criminal Justice 2008;8 109-111
http://crj.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/8/1/109 

***

Book Review: George Pavlich Governing Paradoxes of Restorative Justice London: Glasshouse Press, 2005. 142 pp. £25.00 (pbk). ISBN 1—90438—519—2 

By Gerry Johnstone, Theoretical Criminology 2008;12 109-111
http://tcr.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/12/1/109 

***

Book Review: Lawrence W. Sherman, David P. Farrington, Brandon C. Welsh and Doris Layton MacKenzie (eds) Evidence-Based Crime Prevention (revised edn) London: Routledge, 2006. 440 pp. £27.99 (pbk). ISBN 041540102X; £85.00 (hbk). ISBN 0415270472 

By Kevin D. Haggerty, Theoretical Criminology 2008;12 116-121
http://tcr.sagepub.com/cgi/reprint/12/1/116 

CALLS

Calls for proposals by the European Commission’s Criminal Justice Programme are available!

The deadline for Action Grants: 15 May 2008
The deadline for Operating Grants: 8 April 2008

The call for Action Grants highlights restorative justice as one of the priority areas.

The calls and all the related documents are available from: http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/funding/jpen/funding_jpen_en.htm# 

***

Call for Proposals ESF Exploratory Workshops is now open

Each year the European Science Foundation (ESF) awards funding for some 50-60 Exploratory Workshops across all scientific domains. With their small format, the Exploratory Workshops are a privileged venue for the articulation of emerging research needs in the Humanities.

Workshop proposals should show that convenors want to use them to open up new questions and directions in research or to explore emerging research fields. Proposals should demonstrate the potential for initiating follow-up research activities and/or developing future collaborative actions. 
Interdisciplinary topics and topics related to the building and use of research infrastructures are also eligible.

Awards of up to max. 15000 EUR are intended to cover costs for small, interactive and output-oriented discussion meetings of maximum 30 participants to be held between 1 February and 31 December 2009.

The deadline for the receipt of proposals is 29 April 2008 (16:00 CET). Full details at http://www.esf.org/workshops
***

The School of Sociology and Applied Social Sciences of the University of Ulster (Northern Ireland) is recruiting now for a Postgraduate Diploma in Restorative Practices

Commencing April 2008 (part-time in Belfast)

Applications are invited for an exciting new course which offers a focal point and meeting place for a range of restorative practitioners. Modules include Developing Skills in Restorative Practices, Restorative responses to Harm, Loss and Grief, Restorative Responses to families and communities, Family group conferencing.

If you are working with families, local communities, within the criminal justice system, schools or peace building programmes, this represents an exciting and relevant learning experience.

A Certificate and a Masters programme are also available.

For further information contact 

Lorraine Majury  l.majury@ulster.ac.uk  or tel 0044 28 9036 6183 

Or visit www.prospectus.ulster.ac.uk 

*******************************************************************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.
