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****************************************************************************************

Dear Members of the Research Committee,

Here comes some news from the past month. 

But before them, let me warmly welcome Ms Ilze Dzernovska who has just joined our Research Committee.

She is a researcher and project director at Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS (Riga, Latvia). PROVIDUS is a think tank, which works in such areas as Criminal Justice, Good Governance, Education policy. More information about the organization can be found here: http://www.providus.lv/public/26604.html .

Ilze works in areas of victims' rights advocacy and police accountability.

Within the area of victims' rights she has been working with developing and implementing state compensation mechanism for victims of violent crime.

Development of restorative justice principles and practices in Latvia is one of her key focus areas. She has also received several trainings in mediation and works as volunteer at Victim Support Center. Her other research and policy analysis area is police accountability, performance evaluation and community policing.

For more details please contact: ilze@politika.lv; Tel.: + 371 7039251, + 371 7039259, Mob.: +371 29131424.

I wish you all the best for your ongoing projects and don’t forget to use this network for sharing information and project-ideas!

Kindest regards,

Borbala

*************************  

PROJECT

The London-based think-tank, ROTA has just published a briefing on the possible ways of handling gun crime that is getting a more and more serious problem in the UK. ROTA’s project “Building Bridges” is highly innovative and has many restorative justice-related aspects. As it can be read in the briefing of Theo Gavrielides (also member of our Committee)

“Firstly, it (the project) will produce evidence about young people’s opinions on knife and gun crime and the extent to which they may be involved. Secondly, it will act as an example of positive youth work and the practical application of human rights values. Human rights will configure in three-dimensions, the learning about human rights (history, legality, origins etc), but also will employ a skills-based approach for and through human rights. 

This will involve the development of personal and social skills; such as self-knowledge and self-awareness, realising one’s own prejudices and re-evaluating one’s own motives with regards to others; and interactive skills, such as assertiveness, resisting group pressure and so on. Human rights values will also operate in the structures, methods and relationships throughout the project via problem-solving, decision-making and conflict resolution. 

Initial findings from the project suggest that by equipping young people with the skills to initiate change, i.e. by enabling them to lead and not merely consulting them in decision-making processes, they can assume responsibility for what happens in their local neighbourhood. Furthermore, examples of good practice demonstrate that when young people are given the freedom to run projects they revel in the responsibility. It can promote self-esteem and create positive role models for other young people to venerate. “89% of young people feel more comfortable talking to peers about their problems” (Prince’s Trust Report ‘It’s Like That’ 2001). In addition, recent work undertaken for the Youth Justice Board also indicates that for those young people who are perceived to be at risk from gun and knife crime, the influence of peers and older siblings can be a significant factor (Arnull et al, 2004). A report by the Borough of Brent also notes that the disapproval of parents and partners does not influence the behaviour of “offenders”, whereas attitudes of friends and associates are a lot more influential (Gavin Hales, 2005). This places young people in a unique position to contribute to solutions, influence their peers and help shape the positive development of their schools, groups and communities.” 

If you are interested in the project, please contact Theo at theo@rota.org.uk 

*************************  

SUMMER SCHOOL

The European Forum has just announced the 2007 summer school ‘On Moving Forward’. This years’ summer school will focus on three main subjects: support and supervision of mediators/facilitators and trainers, evaluation of practice and training and discovering new areas for restorative practice. The detailed programme and the registration form can be downloaded from: http://www.euforumrj.org/calendar.asp.  
*************************  

CONFERENCES

1. Restorative justice in Europe: Needs and possibilities 

10-12 May, Lisbon, Portugal

Seminar organised by the European Forum for Restorative Justice in cooperation with the Portuguese Association for Victim Support (APAV)

This seminar is being organised in the context of the third EU co-funded AGIS project of the European Forum for Restorative Justice. This AGIS project deals with two interrelated topics: meeting the challenges of introducing restorative justice in Southern Europe on the one hand, and researching the possible role of the European Union in the further development of restorative justice in the whole of Europe on the other hand. 

Registration deadline is: 23 April 2007.

You can find the detailed programme and the registration form on the Forum’s website: http://www.euforumrj.org/meetings.htm 
The Annual General Meeting of the Forum will also be taken place in Lisbon on 10 May, so there are already two reasons for you to come! The documents of the AGM can also be downloaded from the above-mentioned address.

2. Criminal Justice and Social Justice. New Directions
Conference on 5 - 6 July 2007 at King’s College London.  An online form can be completed here - http://www.crimeandsociety.org.uk/conf_booking.html.  Plenary speakers include Ruth Levitas, Colin Leys, Joe Sim, Pat Carlen, Paddy Hillyard, Rod Morgan, Rene van Swaaningen and Richard Wilkinson.

3. “Improving Citizenship and Restoring Community”, Budapest, Hungary - 7-9 November 2007

Organized by the International Institute for Restorative Practices 

This interdisciplinary conference will provide an international perspective on restorative practices theory and practice in a variety of settings, from education to social welfare to criminal justice.

Submit a proposal to present a 40-minute session, sharing your knowledge and experiences. No formal written papers are required. A reduced conference rate is available to presenters. The deadline for submissions is 7 May 2007.
For more information on the conference, go to:

http://www.iirp.org/hu07
To view the Call for Presenters and submit a proposal, go to:

http://www.iirp.org/hu07/call.php
4. Century of Probation Online Seminar: Working with Offenders
Commences Monday 16th April 2007

This seminar will critically explore a range of national and international models of good practice in an attempt to develop a realistic approach to managing the potential harm posed by offenders by working collaboratively with them to build upon their potential to be safe.

Aims:

*              to explore the relationship between academic research/discourse and probation practice

*              to consider international and cultural perspectives on working effectively with offenders

*              to develop an holistic practice approach to rehabilitation/public protection and community re-integration

Costs

£25.00 per person, or £85.00 per person for the series of 4 Online Seminars running throughout 2007

SPECIAL OFFER: 

Pay for 2 places and get two places FREE.  This offer is strictly limited to the first 20 applications.

For further details, including booking form, visit www.centuryofprobation.com and click 'online seminars'

*************************  

MEDIA

1. A useful reference from BBC about peer mediation and restorative justice: 

Child 'judges' to sentence peers: http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/em/fr/-/2/hi/uk_news/6479445.stm
2. BBC Radio has posted a "Lent Talk" by UK barrister Cherie Booth (wife of Tony Blair), QC (Queen's Counsel), about the themes of restorative justice in the story of Zacchaeus. She also tells several contemporary restorative justice stories. Her talk is an eloquent expression of the essence of restorative justice. Available on the web as text or audio here:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/lenttalk.html
*************************  

PUBLICATION

1. Criminal Punishment and Restorative Justice.

by: David Cornwell. Waterside Press, UK. 2006.
In criminal justice debates, punishment is often defended as an end in itself. Eric Assur reviews a book that explores the need to move beyond punishment to a restorative focus. The review can be found here: http://www.restorativejustice.org/editions/2007/april2007/book-review-criminal-punishment-and-restorative-justice 

2. Restorative Justice with Adult Offenders in New Zealand

New Zealand was in the vanguard in implementing restorative justice (RJ) for youth offenders. Over the past several years, considerable progress has been made in implementing restorative justice processes for adult offenders as well. RJ is now offered as an option in almost every court.

In New Zealand, delivery of RJ involves cooperation between both governmental and nongovernmental entities. This article, by Joshua Wachtel, traces the latest RJ developments, through interviews with criminal justice professionals from the courts, other government agencies and community social-service groups.

To read the article, please go to:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/nzadultrj.html
3. Article Provides Theoretical Justification for Restorative Justice

This article, "Justifying Restorative Justice: A Theoretical Justification for the Use of Restorative Practices," by Zvi D. Gabbay, analyzes the premises of the main theories of punishment that influence sentencing policies in Western countries and compares them to the basic values of restorative justice. Using concrete examples from the author's own experience, the paper explains how restorative justice practices contribute new and deeper meaning to the basic notions and values of retribution and deterrence, thereby improving and promoting society's response to crime.

Zvi D. Gabbay is a criminal defense attorney in New York City as well as a mediator for Manhattan Midtown Courts. He was formerly a prosecutor for the Tel Aviv, Israel, District Attorney's Office. This article was originally published by the Journal of Dispute Resolution, a publication of the Center for Dispute Resolution of the University of Missouri School of Law.

To read the abstract and preamble, go to:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/justifyingrj.html
4. The Transformation of Violent Intercommunal Conflict
by Stephen Ryan, University of Ulster, Northern Ireland
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-----------------------------------
February 2007 * 202 pages
Hardback * 0 7546 4264 X / 978-0-7546-4264-0 * $99.95 / £55.00
-----------------------------------
In recent years there has been a remarkable growth of interest in the concept of conflict transformation and the closely related strategy of grass-roots peace building. Examining the reasons for the growing interest in the concept of conflict transformation in situations of ethnic conflict, the book explores the different dimensions of transformation, drawing on examples of strategies from a number of situations of 'ethnic conflict'. 

More information about the book can be found here: https://www.ashgate.com/shopping/title.asp?isbn=0%207546%204264%20X 
5. Robert Winslow from San Diego State University in the United States has been launching a new website “Crime and Society: a comparative criminology tour of the world”. 

It can be found at: http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/faculty/rwinslow/index.html
It is developing into a rather comprehensive database on global criminology. If you would like to co-operate or to contribute to the effort please contact Robert Wilson directly (rwinslow@mail.sdsu.edu). 

The website offers for criminology professors and students to:

*Publish* their papers, works-in-progress, and articles 

regarding global criminology;

*Research* subjects in global criminology by accessing Interpol 

and United Nations datasets and text information for all countries of 

the world;

*Learn* about a new text for Introductory Criminology that is 

truly global in scope.

 

*************************  

FUNDING

EXPLORATORY WORKSHOPS: 2007 CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The 2007 Call for Exploratory Workshops proposals - aimed at events to be held in 2008 - is now available on the ESF website at http://www.esf.org/workshops/call.  ESF Exploratory Workshops are discussion meetings with an aim to develop new strategic directions for research. They are intended to be small, interactive and output-oriented gatherings, lasting 1-3 days, with around 30 participants.  The focus of the scheme is on projects aiming to open up new directions in research or to explore emerging research fields with potential impact on new developments in science. Proposals should demonstrate the potential for initiating follow-up research activities and/or developing future collaborative actions. Interdisciplinary topics are encouraged.  The deadline for submitting proposals is 27 April 2007.

***********************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.
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