EuFoReC Newsletter – March 2006 (sent on 27 March 2006)
*******************************************************************************************

Dear Members of the Research Committee,

Let me inform you that two excellent researchers, Prof. Doina Balahur from Romania and Dr. Juhani Iivari from Finland (already member of this Committee) have joined the Working Group on Statistical Data Collection (coordinated by Arthur Hartmann). They intend to participate in our further work on comparing existing database systems and in developing a joint data recording system for mediation services in Europe. 

Below please find some recent news that might interest you.

But before that, let me announce something: the Committee is launching a unique promotion! You can advertise all your RJ-related announcements FOR FREE via the current mailing list!

Ok, I was joking . and just tried to emphasise that this mailing list could be much more useful for all of us if other members would send interesting information/announcements as well. Otherwise, the content is limited to the activities I am aware of and it is far from complete…

Wishing you good luck for all your projects, 

Kindest regards,

Borbala

**********************************************

PUBLICATIONS: 

1. Kathleen Daly, Restorative Justice and Sexual Assault: An Archival Study of Court and Conference Cases, British Journal of Criminology, 2006 46: 334-356.

As restorative justice has grown in popularity worldwide, mainly in response to youth crime, controversy surrounds its use for sexual, partner and family violence cases. With some exceptions, all jurisdictions have put these offences beyond the reach of restorative justice for both youth and adult offenders and, thus, empirical evidence is lacking. This paper presents findings from an archival study of nearly 400 cases of youth sexual assault, which were finalized in court and by conference or formal caution over a six-and-a-half-year period in South Australia, to address these questions: (1) What differentiates a court from a conference case? (2) What happens once a case goes to court, e.g. what share of cases is dismissed and how do penalties vary for court and conference cases? (3) From a victim’s point of view, what appears to be the better option—having one’s case go to court or conference? Contrary to the concerns raised by critics of conferencing, from a victim’s advocacy perspective, the conference process may be less victimizing than the court process and its penalty regime may produce more effective outcomes. 
            

2. John Kleinig (Ed) (2006), Correctional Ethics, Ashgate Publishing. 
Correctional Ethics gathers the most prominent contributions to this burgeoning field, ranging from the philosophy of punishment through to ethical appraisals of incarceration, the professional responsibilities of prison personnel, and formative work in restorative justice. In addition, it provides an annotated research agenda to help shape the development of a comprehensive correctional ethic. For those working in correctional ethics, this collection provides an essential resource.

More information: https://www.ashgate.com/shopping/title.asp?isbn=0%207546%202431%205
Report about the Seminar with national specialised bodies to combat racism and racial discrimination on mediation and other forms of dispute resolution in cases of racism and racial discrimination (Strasbourg, 16-17 February 2006) is now available

If you are interested, please write to borbala@fellegi.hu 

“The aim of this seminar was to provide specialised bodies with a theoretical and methodological framework in the field of mediation. At the same time the seminar also addressed other methods of dispute resolution, in order to provide specialised bodies with further tools to make informed decisions on which method of dispute resolution is the most effective and appropriate when they are confronted with cases of racism and racial discrimination. Special emphasis was put on the exchange of good practices, including concrete case studies in this field.”

**********************************************

EVENTS:

1. Broadening the scope of restorative justice - Meeting–series in Tel Aviv, Israel (1 - 6 March 2006)

The week between 1-6 March in Tel Aviv was an unforgettable journey not only geographically, but also scientifically. From 1–3 March all the Working Groups as well as the Management Committee of our COST Action A21 were invited to Israel for our last meeting before the Action closing final conference. 
Within the framework of the different working groups, almost 40 researchers from 20 countries were dealing with the following issues: 
1) evaluative research; 
2) policy-oriented research; 
3) theoretical issues of restorative justice and 
4) the potential of the restorative approach in mass victimisation and inter-ethnic violence. 
Following the three working days, we could celebrate Shabbat by a fabulous trip to Jerusalem, the Dead Sea and to the Negev Desert. 
You can find a short film about the trip http://www.fellegi.hu/files/COSTinJerusalem_2006.wmv.
On 5 March a thought-provoking workshop was organised by the Bar-Ilan University on the “Contact hypothesis and its limits in managing ethno-national conflicts”. We could hear interesting presentations about the situation in Northern Ireland, in Cyprus, in the Balkans and in the Middle East, with special focus on the potential of inter-group contacts and encounter programmes in peace-making processes.

An international conference was organised for the final day about the applicability of restorative justice in serious violence (chaired by Dr. Beni Jakob). The presentations and workshops gave very interesting insights into the ways of handling violence both in “conventional crimes” as well as in inter-ethnic conflicts. 

We had no problems with sitting in conference rooms days after days, two minutes from the sunny beach. However, it was difficult to accept our human and scientific limitations in significantly influencing complex societal and political processes, especially when the main issues include violence vs. agreement or war vs. peace. 

Nevertheless, it was fascinating to see the commitment in the participants’ eyes showing that sometimes we can achieve more in restoring social harmony by “small hopes” than by “big dreams”.
You can find a lot of pictures about our days in Tel Aviv on http://www.fellegi.hu/gallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=COSTTelAviv2006.

2. Submit a session proposal for the IIRP's October 2006 conference in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA

The IIRP will hold its next conference, "The Next Step: Developing Restorative Communities, Part 2," on October 18-20, 2006, in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA, where the IIRP's headquarters is located. This conference will bring together people from a variety of fields and backgrounds. We will explore the development of “restorative communities,” where restorative practices are the primary modality for dealing with wrongdoing and conflict.

Submit a proposal for your own presentation or workshop, sharing your knowledge and experiences. No formal written papers are required.

More information: http://www.iirp.org/beth06/index.html 

**********************************************

CALLS:

1. Calls and launch of new projects in Social Sciences

The 2006 Call for Exploratory Workshops proposals is now available on the ESF web site at http://www.esf.org/social/sw for workshops to be held between 1 January and 31 December 2007.  The deadline for submitting proposals is 2 May 2006 (midnight CET). 

The European Science Foundation has also produced a Calendar of 2006 Calls, which can be consulted on http://www.esf.org/social/funding, along with other exciting opportunities within the social sciences.  Check the page regularly!!  The menu to the left of that page also includes a link to an ‘external announcements’ page with notices of other calls, conferences, summer schools, etc.

ESF Scientific Programmes have been renamed as ESF Research Networking Programmes, created to bring together leading scientists and young promising researchers around frontline research themes in which cooperation creates demonstrably better science. They allow scientists whose research is fully funded elsewhere to share results and explore possibilities for developing new cooperative research projects.  See http://www.esf.org/programmes for more general information. Four new Programmes will be launched within the social sciences in 2006 in the areas of Qualitative Research, Public Goods & Public Projects, Transnationalism and History of Globalisation; more details will soon be accessible via http://www.esf.org/social/sp.

2. Call for EUROCORES Theme proposals
For the second year running, the European Science Foundation has issued a Call for EUROCORES Theme proposals – see http://www.esf.org/eurocores for full details and for a list of FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions).  The deadline for submitting proposals is 1 June 2006 (midnight CET). 

What is a EUROCORES? The aim of the ESF European Collaborative Research (EUROCORES) Scheme is to help researchers in different European countries to develop collaboration and scientific synergy in topics of European and global importance, with an emphasis is on leading-edge science in a global context. The scheme provides a flexible framework, which allows national basic research funding organisations to join forces to support top class European research in and across all scientific areas. The European Science Foundation currently provides programme coordination and support for the networking of funded scientists through the European Commission Contract no. ERAS-CT-2003-980409. Research funding is provided by participating national organisations.

3. Descartes Prizes

Since 2000, the Descartes Research Prize has been awarded to trans-national research teams in recognition of scientific excellence in any field of sciences including socio-economic sciences and humanities.

The appreciation of the prize is growing from year to year. In 2005, hundreds of articles were published worldwide following the prize ceremony in London. Until today, 16 projects involving 105 teams from 24 European and non-European countries have been awarded this prestigious prize.

Research teams may submit their work themselves, but please note that appropriate public or private organisations such as research centres, foundations or universities may also nominate candidates for the prize. I would like to encourage your institution to participate in this year’s prize, for which a total budget of € 1,15 million has been allocated: up to five laureate teams will share € 1 million, and five finalist teams will receive € 30 000 each.

In 2004, a second Descartes Prize was introduced, rewarding excellent science communication actions towards the general public. This prize amounts to € 275 000: up to five laureates will share € 250 000, and five finalists will receive € 5 000 each. Until today, ten science communicators have been awarded this prestigious prize.

The new call for proposals for the 2006 Descartes Research Prize was published on 17 December 2005 and the closing date is 4 May 2006.

All relevant information to submit a proposal, such as the standard forms to complete in the guide for proposers, can be found on the following website:

http://fp6.cordis.europa.eu.int/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP6DetailsCallPage&call_id=266
General information on the Descartes Prizes can be found at the following website:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/descartes/index_en.htm
Please also find herewith the descriptive fact sheet for the Descartes Prizes 2006 and the official press announcement. Should you need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us by e-mail at rtd-descartes@cec.eu.int. 

Download documents
· THE 2006 DESCARTES PRIZES - €1.425 million for leading researchers and science communicators
Rewarding the best in European Research and Science Communication (PDF 865 KB) 
· The Descartes Prizes 2006 European awards for excellence in scientific research and science communication (PDF 21 KB) 

 

***********************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.
