EuFoReC Newsletter – July 2006 (sent on 28 July 2006)

*******************************************************************************************

Dear Members of the Research Committee,

I hope that at the time this email is going to you, you are cooling yourself down near to a beach or – for committed home-stayed workers – at least besides a bathtub…:)

I have two good news from the life of the Research Committee: our previous chair, Inge Vanfraechem has just defended her dissertation at the Catholic University of Leuven (her tutor was Prof. Lode Walgrave). Her dissertation is about the experiences of using the Family Group Conferencing method with Belgian young offenders. Congratulation, Inge and good luck in your ‘PhD-ed’ life! 

The other good news is that we can welcome a new member in the Committee, Sonia Sousa Pereira  (soniasousapereira@gmail.com) from Portugal, who is a lawyer and researcher, and well-experienced in mediation, restorative justice and victim support.

Before sharing some news, let me wish you all the best for the rest of the summer. I hope you have been/will be able to relax a little bit and fill yourself up with lot of energy and optimism for the next academic year!

Kindest regards,

Borbala

*******************

EVENTS

1. Restorative Justice in the European Judicial Area: Current Practice and Future Strengthening of Networking 

Seminar in Vienna, 26-28 June 2006

It was a unique and highly useful seminar organised under the auspices of the Austrian Presidency of the European Union with the cooperation of the Institut für Rechts- und Kriminalsoziologie, Vienna, the European Forum for Restorative Justice and the Academy of European Law in Trier, financed by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Justice. The main speciality of the event was that – for the very first time within the EU-level promotion of restorative justice – a particular attention was paid to invite government officials, on the one hand, and service providers, on the other. Consequently, the conference also had a dual objective: supporting international networking as well as stimulating the exchange and cooperation between the governmental and service provider sector within the countries represented.

For a summary about the seminar, please go to: http://www.fellegi.hu/ 

2. Final COST Conference - University of Warsaw 22-24 November, 2006

After 4 years of intensive exchange and work, the 70 members of COST Action A21 on ‘Restorative Justice Developments in Europe’ are happy to invite you to their final conference. The conference is open to a large public interested in research results and questions related to restorative justice practice, policy and theory.

For the conference announcement and the call for papers, please see the attached file.

*****************

PUBLICATIONS
1. A very comprehensive recent overview of evaluative studies of restorative justice programmes has just been published: 

Mark Umbreit et al, 'RJ in the 21st century:  a social movement full of opportunities and pitfalls'.  Marquette Law Review, 89(2).  

The full article can be downloaded from here: www.rjp.umn.edu/img/assets/18492/Marquette_RJ_21st_Century.pdf
*****************

2. The full report of the second stage of the Home Office evaluation of three RJ schemes in the UK is now published:

Shapland, J., Atkinson, A., Atkinson, H., Chapman, B., Colledge, E., Dignan, J., Howes, M., Johnstone, J., Robinson, G. and Sorsby, A. (2006), Restorative justice in practice: the second report from the evaluation of three schemes. The University of Sheffield Centre for Criminological Research Occasional Paper 2. Sheffield: Faculty of Law.

The full report can be downloaded from: http://ccr.group.shef.ac.uk/papers/pdfs/Restorative_Justice_Report.pdf
3. The monthly topic of Restorative Justice Online is the applicability of restorative justice in serious crime cases.
You can read the articles here: http://www.restorativejustice.org/ 

*****************

FUNDING

2006 Call for ESF Research Networking Programmes

The 2006 Call for Research Networking Programmes has been launched and is now available on the ESF website at http://www.esf.org/programmes/call (URL: http://www.esf.org/esf_genericpage.php?language=0&section=2&domain=0&genericpage=2309).

ESF Research Networking Programmes are networking activities bringing together nationally funded research activities for four to five years, to address major scientific issues or science-driven topics of research infrastructure at the European level with the aim of advancing the frontiers of science.  Multi-disciplinary proposals across fields are encouraged.

The deadline for submission of proposals is 30 October 2006, 17:00hrs CET.

*****************

DEGREE IN RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

On June 26 the Pennsylvania Secretary of Education signed the Certificate of Authority for the International Institute for Restorative Practices to operate as a graduate degree-granting institution.

By this action, the Pennsylvania Department of Education has officially recognized "restorative practices" as a new discipline.

The IIRP is the world's first graduate school wholly dedicated to restorative practices.

Initially two master's degrees and a certificate in restorative practices are offered.

http://www.iirp.org/master_degree_programs.php
While the master's degree programs are primarily for educators and youth counselors, the certificate program, which comprises the core curriculum for both master's degree programs, will be useful for anyone interested in working more effectively with young people and families.

The first graduate courses for the Fall Term will begin in September.

http://www.iirp.org/graduate_courses.php
In light of becoming a graduate school, the IIRP website has a whole new look.

http://www.iirp.org
***********************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.

