EuFoReC Newsletter – January 2006 (sent on 10 January 2006)
*******************************************************************************************

Dear Committee Members,

Let me wish to all of you a Very Happy New Year for 2006!

I hope you had some time to switch off your mobiles (and mind) during the holidays and fill up with lot of energy for looking forward to this New Year. 

I would like to inform you that we had a very useful COST workshop organised by Prof. Dr. Arthur Hartmann at the University of Public Administration in Bremen, Germany on 14 - 16 December. 

Participants were: David Eykmans (Belgium), Arthur Hartmann (Germany), Borbala Fellegi (Hungary), Peter Keeley (Ireland), Robert Mackay (Scotland), Lidia Ayora (Spain) and Alyona Gorova (Ukraine). 

During the 2 days-long meeting we shared our experiences, results and problems concerning collecting statistical data in the field of restorative justice. From the results of this shared experience, we discussed the possibilities for establishing minimum standards for statistics in the field of victim-offender mediation. Our further goal is to formulate a template to make those results accessible in a more structured, easily receivable way that could be beneficial both for national data recording as well as for further international comparative studies. We agreed on continuing our cooperation and to invite other experts to join this process. This small network will continue to work in the framework of the COST Action A21. 

Furthermore, in order to maintain this network and cooperation for long term (after the COST Action as well) I proposed to the group to join our Research Committee within the European Forum. All the participants welcomed this idea, so from now they are also members of the Committee. This informal network is absolutely open, so if you are interested in improving the statistical data recording system in your country or would like to know more about future activities, please don’t hesitate to contact any of us. 

And one more thing: Arthur and his colleagues were excellent hosts and we had very enjoyable days in Bremen. Deeper insight can be gained by some photos that are available here: http://www.fellegi.hu/gallery/view_album.php?set_albumName=album11
I would also like to announce that my website (http://www.fellegi.hu) now includes more than just pictures: I have uploaded more information and downloadable documents related to my professional activities, with special regard to restorative justice. If you have some minutes, please visit it. Any comments are welcome about how to improve it. Thanks in advance!

And now please find a list of publications that I thought might be useful in your work. They are related to the issues of criminology, welfare and law. It is possible that they are linked to restorative justice only in an indirect way. However, due to the interdisciplinary characteristics of restorative justice, and the wide range or your activities, I do think they might be all relevant. If you think within the Committee we should only focus on restorative justice in the future, please let me know and I will narrow the subject of these mails to this domain. 

Meanwhile, the most recent issue of the Newsletter of the European Forum – that was probably received by all of you some days ago – also contains some very interesting books and events.

I am wishing you all the best from the sunny Budapest,

Borbala

*************************

BOOKS:

Anna Mestitz and Simona Ghetti (eds): Victim-Offender Mediation with Youth Offenders in Europe.

A comparison and overview of 15 Countries

Dordrecht: Springer, 2005.

European Union member states are requested by the EU Council to adapt their legislation to promote Victim-Offender Mediation by March 2006 (Framework Decision of March 15, 2001, arts. 10, 17). Are European countries ready to meet this requirement? Can those European countries currently falling short of VOM programmes be assisted in initiating them? 
This book documents the state of the art on Victim-Offender Mediation with youth offenders in 15 European nations: Austria, Belgium, England and Wales, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden. It provides an up-do date review of current theory and practice and presents a critical discussion of problems and benefits which may help guide future policy decisions and applications. The book informs both those who are interested in evaluating the current state of affairs of Victim-Offender Mediation with youth offenders in Europe, and those who would like to promote Victim-Offender Mediation in their own countries. 
The common format used in each chapter facilitates comparison across countries. Per country, five areas of investigation are explored and discussed: norms and legislation allowing for the implementation of victim-offender mediation programmes; values and theoretical frameworks of victim-offender mediation; organizational structure of victim-offender mediation services; professional characteristics of mediators; benefits, potential problems, and criticisms of current practice.The book has broad interdisciplinary appeal and is of interest to policymakers, lawyers, psychologists, social workers, mediators, and academics.


The book is written for: 
-------------------------------

Kevin Durrheim, John Dixon: Racial Encounter - The Social Psychology of Contact and Desegregation

Psychology Press, 2005.

The political and legislative changes which took place in South Africa during the 1990s, with the dissolution of apartheid, created a unique set of social conditions. As official policies of segregation were abolished, people of both black and white racial groups began to experience new forms of social contact and intimacy.

By examining these emerging processes of intergroup contact in South Africa, and evaluating related evidence from the US, Racial Encounter offers a social psychological account of desegregation. It begins with a critical analysis of the traditional theories and research models used to understand desegregation: the contact hypothesis and race attitude theory. It then analyzes every day discourse about desegregation in South Africa, showing how discourse shapes individuals' conception and management of their changing relationships and acts as a site of ideological resistance to social change. The connection between place, identity and re-creation of racial boundaries emerge as a central theme of this analysis.

This book will be of interest to social psychologists, students of intergroup relations and all those interested in post-apartheid South Africa.

More information: http://www.psypress.co.uk/go/book_detail.asp?id=0415305322&fieldname=about
-------------------------------

Helena Helve and Gunilla Holm: Contemporary Youth Research

Ashgate Publishing, 2005.

major new resource book for academics and students of youth studies, this work offers a rare comparative review of a field which is often focused on the local or national situation. Drawing together authors from across the world, the book combines assessments of the theory, methodology and practice of youth research, and the impact of globalization on this field of study. A particular strength of the text is its exploration of theoretical issues of globalization through substantial pieces of empirical work, some of which cover regions frequently overlooked in the international youth research scene, such as South East Asia and Eastern Europe.

More information: https://www.ashgate.com/shopping/title.asp?isbn=0%207546%204161%209 

-------------------------------

Maurice Vanstone: Supervising Offenders in the Community - A History of Probation Theory and Practice

Ashgate Publishing, 2005.

In this work Maurice Vanstone provides an authoritative and original account of the history of probation. This invaluable reference tool offers readers a new way of reading probation history and presents an original context for thinking about current policy and practice. While the study is essentially UK-focused, it also provides a comparative perspective by exploring the history of probation in the USA. 

The author's research has produced the only history of probation practice that does justice to the mixture of influences on the early probation service and paves the way for today's more evidence-based approach. The work is based in part upon original documents and interviews with retired and serving officers. Supervising Offenders in the Community will greatly interest criminologists, criminal justice, social policy, social history and social work academics and postgraduate students.

Contents

The origins of the probation service: the orthodox accounts; The 'crusade' begins: the origins of the probation service revisited; Early practice: redemption, pledges and terrible warnings; From awakening the conscience to providing insight; Folk theories, practice and the heyday of treatment; The emergence of doubt: the non-treatment paradigm and alternative therapy; The rise to dominance of evidence-based practice; Conclusion: back to where we started; Appendices; Bibliography; Index.

More information: https://www.ashgate.com/shopping/title.asp?isbn=0%207546%204190%202 

-------------------------------

Judith Bessant, Richard Hil, Rob Watts [Eds]: Violations of Trust - How Social and Welfare Institutions Fail Children and Young People

Ashgate Publishing, 2005.

The past few decades have brought to light increasing evidence of systemic and repeated institutional abuse of children and young people in many western nations. Government enquiries, research studies and media reports have begun to highlight the widespread nature of sexual, physical and emotional abuse of vulnerable children and young people. However, while public attention has focused on 'episodic-dramatic' representations of institutional abuse, comparatively little emphasis has been given to the more mundane, routinized and systemic nature of abuse that has occurred. This book documents comprehensively a full range of abuse occurring in 'caring' and 'protective' institutions, with particular reference to the Australian case. The dominant theme is 'betrayal' and in particular the ways in which agencies charged with the care and protection of children and young people become the sites of abusive practices.

The authors draw on a range of theoretical frameworks to explore issues of trust and betrayal in the context of the professional and ethical obligations which workers have to those in their charge. The authors argue that it is not sufficient merely to report on accounts of institutional abuse or the consequences of particular practices; rather it is necessary to locate the prevalence of institutional abuse in the wider context of institutional practices as they relate to the 'governance' of particular sections of the population.

More information: https://www.ashgate.com/shopping/title.asp?isbn=0%207546%201872%202 

-------------------------------

Alan Elsner: Gates of Injustice

Pearson Education, 2005

Elsner provides new insight into the powerful political and social forces driving imprisonment in America. Most importantly, he charts a path for reform … one that could make America not merely more humane, but safer.

Gates of Injustice is a compelling exposé of the U.S. prison system: it tells how more than 2 million Americans came to be incarcerated … what it's really like on the inside … and how a giant "prison-industrial complex" promotes imprisonment over other solutions.

Alan Elsner paints a terrifying picture of how our prisons really work. You'll hear how race-based gangs control institutions and prey on the weak—and how a rape epidemic has swept the U.S. prison system. You'll discover the plight of 300,000 mentally ill prisoners, many abandoned to suffer with grossly inadequate medical care.

Elsner takes you inside "supermax" prisons that deny inmates human contact and reveals official corruption and brutality within U.S. jails. You'll also learn how prisons help to spread infectious diseases throughout society … one of the ways the prison crisis touches you, even if you've never had a brush with the law.

2 million prisoners: how it happened and why. Why the United States locks away 6-10 times more people than other Western societies.

The other victims. What it's like for convicts' families left on the outside.

No place for the sick or weak. Prison medical care: varying from substandard to shocking.

Life after prison: the realities of parole. What's supposed to happen … and what really happens.

The "prison-industrial" complex: The hidden politics of imprisonment.

More information: http://www.ebooks.com/ebooks/book_display.asp?IID=239352 

---------------

Reiff, Mark R.; Postema, Gerald; Coleman, Jules; Duff, Antony; Lyons, David; MacCormick, Neil; Munzer, Stephen R.; Pettit, Philip; Raz, Joseph; Waldron, Jeremy: Punishment, Compensation, and Law

Cambridge University Press

This book is the first comprehensive study of the problem of the enforceability of restraint. Focusing on the enforceability of legal rights, but also addressing the enforceability of moral rights and social conventions, Mark Reiff explains how we use punishment and compensation to make restraints operative in the world.

More information: http://www.ebooks.com/ebooks/book_display.asp?IID=239129 

-----------

Thomas, E. W.: The Judicial Process

Cambridge University Press

This book dismantles the outdated theories still exhibited in much judicial reasoning, and seeks to bridge the gap between legal theory and judicial practice. The author propounds a coherent and comprehensive judicial methodology for modern times which is realistic and pragmatic and which embraces a revised conception of practical reasoning.

More information: http://www.ebooks.com/ebooks/book_display.asp?IID=239149
------------

Bergan, Paul; Berman-Barrett, Sara J.: The Criminal Law Handbook

Nolo Publishing

Do you know what happens when you are accused of a crime? How you are charged? How plea bargains work? What happens in court? 

Anyone who needs answers to these questions -- people accused of a crime, victims of crime, their families and friends, witnesses and those who want to know how the system works -- can turn to a plain-English legal book for the information they need. 

With The Criminal Law Handbook, you can learn exactly what goes on in a criminal case. The easy-to-follow, question-and-answer format covers: 

Arrests, booking, preliminary hearings, charges, bail, courts, arraignment, search and seizure, defenses, evidence, trials, plea bargains, sentencing, juveniles, "crimespeak," the language commonly used in criminal statutes, etc. 

The 7th edition covers all of the latest Supreme Court cases and changes in criminal law.

More information: http://www.ebooks.com/ebooks/book_display.asp?IID=239271 

*************************

JOURNAL:

Vicki Cowling, Jan Costin, Rosie Davidson-Tuck, Jill Esler, Anne Chapman and Judith Niessen: Responding to disruptive behaviour in schools: Collaboration and capacity building for early intervention
Australian e-Journal for the Advancement of Mental Health (AeJAMH), Volume 4, Issue 3, 2005

The Disruptive Behaviours project was a partnership between a child and adolescent mental health service, local government school focused youth service, and the education sector, and provided educational material for teachers and families concerning the aetiology and management of disruptive behaviours. Each partner in the project shared the perception that children and adolescents with disruptive behaviour disorders were often misunderstood and a source of stress to those with whom they came into contact. This paper describes an innovative response to increasing understanding and enhancing effective responses in school settings towards these young people. The project provided professional education seminars for primary and secondary schools, and a resource book was prepared and given to schools. Written material was prepared for families both at primary and secondary schools. As the project developed, a shared understanding of the issues evolved in the partnership. The project demonstrates the positive outcomes for schools and agencies of multisystemic collaboration.

The full text of the article can be downloaded from: http://www.auseinet.com/journal/vol4iss3/cowling.pdf
*************************

REPORTS:

Mending Fences Publications by the Thames Valley Partnership (UK)

Interesting reports about the potential of restorative justice, mediation and other community-oriented approaches in crime prvention and in dealing with anti-social behaviuor 

All the publications can be downloaded from: http://www.thamesvalleypartnership.org.uk/mfpublic.html
---------------------------

The Report and Recommendations on "The Social Sciences and the Humanities in the 7th Framework Programme (December 2005) by the European Research Advisory Board (EURAB) can be downloaded from: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/eurab/pdf/eurab2005_reprec_ssh_7fp_en.pdf
*************************

CONFERENCE:

Different Futures: An international conference on young people, risk, resilience and resistance, Scotland

Venue: University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, Scotland, September 7-10 2006

The lives of many young people are shaped by conflict and by the often conflicted worlds of home, school, work and community. The approach to "youth" in Western society is exemplified by concerns about declining values, identity formation, territoriality and association, sub-culture and deviance. In too many places around the world, oppression, struggle and violence provide the context for the lived experience of many young people.

Whilst the negative flow in State and media interventions is often against these young people, youth work is routinely engaged in an enterprise which seeks to associate with them in ways that develop their voice, asserts their rights and affords the possibility of different futures.

This fourth biannual conference will provide opportunities to identify with the conflicted experience of young people. Participants will examine the manifestations of conflict and how young people, and those who work with them, respond to the challenges which these pose.

The conference will offer the opportunity to critically examine risk, resilience and resistance:

*    Risk may be identified with threat and violence (official and 

unofficial), discrimination (heterosexism, racism) and alienation (exclusion, criminalising);

*    Resilience may be engendered in sub-cultural manifestations or by 

youth work interventions such as youth action, youth arts, youth music and youth media projects which provide the potential to generate voice, build resilience and pave the way for different futures;

*    Resistance may be manifest in oppositional practices which seek 

to subvert the status quo, which lobby for equal rights and diversity and which operate against dominant ideas.

The conference title alludes both to the possibility of transformation for young people through effective youth work but also serves to remind the diverse forces of the State that young people offer the prospect for us all of different futures.

*Target audience*

This conference will be of interest to those who are concerned about work with young people including practitioners, academics, policy makers and managers . The key concepts are related to risk, resilience and resistance: the aim is to share and promote critical and practical ideas which connect to the ways in which young people accommodate, deal with and move within, between and away from conflicting worlds.

*Call for Papers*

If you would like to present a workshop paper at the conference then please send a proposal to the undernoted which includes the following: 

Title; Synopsis (no more than 250 words) which if accepted will be published in the conference programme; Your name, job title and organisation; mail address; email address and telephone number.

*Deadline* for receipt of synopsis is 17 March 2006.  Following selection presenters will be notified by 18 April 2006.

*More*

Further details and how to obtain a conference application will be posted shortly on the conference site at: 

http://www.strath.ac.uk/Departments/CommunEdu/conf/conference.html or may be obtained by by contacting conference organisers Brian or Annette at brian.mcginley@strath.ac.uk or annette.coburn@strath.ac.uk 

***********************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.

