EuFoReC Newsletter –February 2007 (sent on 6 February 2007)

****************************************************************************************

Dear Members of the Research Committee,

I hope you had a nice start for the New Year with a lot of energy and exciting plans for the upcoming months.

After the conferences in Warsaw and Helsinki (summarized in the last Newsmail) probably many of you have realized that there is a lot to do both concerning the theory and the policy-related aspects of restorative justice. Hereby I would like to encourage you again to ‘use’ the human network of the Research Committee and share your restorative justice-related projects with colleagues in this field. To help these ‘sharing’ possibilities, you can also read about some EU grants below that indeed aim to help existing or evolving scientific networks in their research and communication activities.

But before the News, let me share an important issue with you. As some of you might know, not every member of this mailing list is a member of the European Forum. Therefore, the Board, after its meeting in Warsaw, decided to offer you the following:

1. If you are not yet a member of the European Forum and you are on this list, now you can become a member only by paying your membership fee for 2007 (it means that you could be a member of this list without being a member of the Forum for a year). 

2. Sorry to say, but I will need to revise the membership list of this Committee by the end of 2007, and I will need to remove those people from the list, who would not have become a member of the Forum (i.e. did not pay the membership fee) by the end of this year. It is not good to write such things, but on the other hand, this is a service of the European Forum provided for its members, therefore, such revision is necessary to be fair with those colleagues, who indeed pay their membership fee for the European Forum.  

3. Concerning application for membership, you can find all the necessary information here: http://www.euforumrj.org/membership.htm. It really takes 5 minutes to register and for an individual it costs only 40 Euro/year. If you work in this field, I definitely recommend you to be a member of the Forum, which is the largest European umbrella organization in the field of RJ and has great potential towards the European Union. 

Please also note that you can apply to the Board for waiver. 

Thank you for your cooperation and hope to hear from many of you.

Kindest regards,

Borbala

***********************************************

NEWS:

1. VOM STARTED HUNGARY

On 1 January 2007 victim-offender mediation started in Hungary. Mediations are carried out by specially trained probation officers, coordinated by the Central Office of Justice under the Ministry of Justice. Referrals can come from the prosecutor, the court, the legal representatives of the parties or from the parties themselves in cases that are not punishable with more than 5 years of prison sentence. Successful mediation can lead to the dismissal of the case in juvenile cases. Minor crimes (that would be punished with less than 3 years of prison sentence) committed by adults can also be dismissed by the prosecutor. In case of successful mediation in more serious crimes (between 3 and 5 years of prison sentence), the judge can significantly reduce the punishment. Since 2007 is the first year when mediation is applied in the Hungarian criminal justice system, approximately 5-600 cases are expected to be referred to the Probation Service this year. However, in the following years several thousands of cases are expected to be referred to mediation.  

As member of the working group developing the institutional and methodological framework of the VOM system, I would like to thank to the European Forum and to its members for all the help provided during this important legislative and institutional reform. We have really received very concrete help and information about systems in other countries that influenced both the legislative and the institutional decisions. 

***********************************************

VACANCY

1. VISITING FELLOWSHIP CRIMINOLOGY, University Oxford, UK 

The Centre for Criminology at the University of Oxford invites applications for visiting fellowships from active research scholars who wish to participate in the intellectual life of the Centre. Applications are welcome from scholars in any field of criminology, although preference may be given to applicants whose research is related to the research programmes of the Centre. Details of these can be found

at: http://www.crim.ox.ac.uk/Research/Research%20themes/researchthemes.htm
Visiting Fellows are given a workspace and related facilities in the Centre, but there is no financial or administrative support associated with this position. Visiting Fellows are required to present at least one seminar on their research.

Application is by letter, curriculum vitae, and statement of proposed research, sent c/o The Administrator, Centre for Criminology, University of Oxford, Manor Road Building, Manor Road, Oxford, OX1 3UQ (email: 

ccr@crim.ox.ac.uk). Informal enquiries are also welcome and can be made to the Director, Professor Ian Loader (email: ian.loader@crim.ox.ac.uk).

The deadline for applications is 1st March 2007 for the period October 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008. Applicants must specify whether they propose to visit during one or more of Michaelmas, Hilary and Trinity terms.

Applicants should be aware that some Oxford colleges advertise fellowships which could be held in conjunction with the Centre’s visiting fellowship and offer additional benefits. Details can typically be found on college websites.

***********************************************

GRANTS

1. SOCIO-ECONOMIC SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES IN THE FP7
The Seventh Framework Programme for research and technological development (FP7) cleared its final hurdle on 18 December 2006 when it was adopted by the Council of the European Union. 

The new programme starts on 1 January 2007 and will run for seven years. The total budget is €50 521 million. 

FP7 will be implemented through four specific programmes: 

· Cooperation - collaborative research; 

· Ideas - the establishment of a European Research Council (ERC) to support frontier research; 

· People - human resources; 

· Capacities - research infrastructure and potential research capacity.

Research in Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities (SSH) remains one of the research themes under the 'Cooperation' Specific Programme and it will be supported by a €623 million budget. 

For SSH-Cooperation there are two deadlines this year: Deadline(s): 10 May

2007 at 17:00 (Brussels local time)  and 29 November 2007 at 17:00 (Brussels local time).

As Doina Balahur (member of our Committee) pointed out in her email, there are several priorities that is relevant concerning RJ:
Europe in the world -  migration, poverty, crime, conflict and resolution; The citizen in the European Union - political participation, citizenship and rights, democracy and accountability, the media, cultural diversity and heritage, religions, attitudes and values; Socio-economic and scientific indicators - the use and value of indicators in policymaking at macro and micro levels.

The 'Cooperation' Specific Programme focuses on building a better understanding of the socio-economic, political and culture-related challenges facing Europe. The ambitious agendas set out by the Lisbon and Götheburg Summits can only be achieved through a process that reconciles distinct but complementary objectives: the need for economic development and progress while at the same time achieving sustainability and improving cohesion; the need to bring about change while at the same time reinforcing core values and respecting diversity in its various manifestations; the need to reinforce the EU competitiveness while at the same time developing new types of international relations with our partners.

The Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities Theme will operate at the interface between these objectives. It will do this by supporting research and related activities aimed not only at providing the basis for policy development but also at improving insight and understanding of the key underlying trends and the factors driving them. This Theme should therefore help improve our knowledge in these fields but also our policies. 

In addition, Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities will support the development of actions undertaken elsewhere within the 'Cooperation' Specific Programme and, where appropriate, within the Specific Programmes 'Ideas' and 'Capacities'. Complementarities and synergies are sought with other priorities of the 'Cooperation' specific programme (in particular the 'Food, Agriculture, Fisheries and Biotechnology', 'Energy' and 'Environment' priorities). 

The Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities activities are implemented by means of the Work Programme which was provisionally adopted by the Commission on 21 December 2006. The first call for proposals from this programme was published on 22 December 2006. 

If you are interested in applying for a FP7 project, you might find this eBook interesting:

“The FP7 Coach: vehicle to success”

It promises to make you “spend more time working on the scientific part of your project, instead of worrying about administrative duties and paper work”.

More information about the book can be found here: www.eurebooks.eu 

2. EUROPEAN SCIENCE FOUNDATION CALLS
EUROCORES ECRP (European Collaborative Research Projects in the Social Sciences): 2007 Call for Proposals 
The 2007 call for new collaborative projects has just been launched.  The ECRP Programme is designed to advance international research collaboration in the social sciences by encouraging European academic networking and pooling of research expertise. It offers the opportunity to conduct problem-driven multilateral projects on any topic within the social sciences that demonstrates an international framework for research collaboration. Researchers based in universities and research institutions in those countries whose national research funding agencies are signatories to this EUROCORES Programme are eligible to apply for funding in accordance with their own national funding arrangements and requirements, as set out in the Financial Details and Additional Requirements from EUROCORES Funding Agencies.
For full guidelines for applications and on the scheme itself, see http://www.esf.org/ecrp.  The deadline for applications is 27 April at 17.00 CET.  A brochure with details of successful projects from the 2005 Call can also be downloaded from http://www.esf.org/publication/229/ECRPfinal.pdf .
European Science Foundation: Calendar of 2007 Calls 
The European Science Foundation has produced a Calendar of 2007 Calls, which can be downloaded from http://www.esf.org/publication/250/CallsforProposals2007.pdf.  It is also published on http://www.esf.org/social/funding, along with other exciting opportunities within the social sciences and a link to an ‘external announcements’ page with notices of other calls, conferences, summer schools, etc..  Check the page regularly!!  
COST (European Cooperation in the Field of Scientific and Technical Research): Open Call for Proposals
COST invites researchers throughout Europe to submit proposals for research networks and use this unique opportunity to exchange knowledge and to embark on new European perspectives. COST invites proposals for new COST Actions contributing to the scientific, economic, cultural or societal development of Europe. Proposals playing a precursor role for other European programmes involving young groups’ ideas are especially welcome.  For further information, please see http://www.cost.esf.org/opencall. 
 A two stage process will be followed to assess proposals. Preliminary Proposals should provide a brief overview of the proposal and its impact. A pre-selection will rank the remaining Preliminary Proposals and about 75 of these will be invited to submit a Full Proposal.  The next collection date for Preliminary Proposals is 30 March 2007. Every year approximately 50 new Actions will be approved. On average financial support is in the order of € 90.000 per year over a four year period.
Since 1971 COST brings together research teams in different countries working on specific topics. It finances networking of nationally funded activities in supporting meetings, conferences, short term scientific exchanges and outreach activities. COST supports the networking of specific research themes (COST does NOT fund research projects themselves). Currently more than 200 Actions are supported. For more information on COST, see http://www.cost.esf.org.
***********************************************

 

EVENTS

1. IIRP Spring Institute: An Intensive Immersion in a Restorative School Environment

The IIRP graduate school invites you to explore the full potential of restorative practices through a powerful four-day experience that will immerse you in the restorative culture of CSF Buxmont schools for delinquent and at-risk youth, followed by two days of core restorative practices training.

Monday-Thursday, April 16-19, 2007, 8:30 am-4:30 pm IIRP Campus, 544 Main Street, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA

For more information or to register, please go to:

http://www.iirp.org/institute
2. The Crime and Society Foundation’s Next Conference: Criminal justice and social justice. New directions 

Place: King’s College, London UK

Date: 5 and 6 July 2007

The conference will bring together academics, researchers and practitioners to critically assess ten years of Labour's social and criminal justice policies and discuss and debate future directions in crime, harm and social justice. 

To view the call for papers and complete the online booking form, please go to http://www.crimeandsociety.org.uk/projects/cjsjconf2007.html. 

Based on the conference programme, both the plenary and workshop sessions will provide a highly relevant context for discussing the possibilities of restorative justice in/alongside the criminal justice system. 

3. PEACEMAKER CONFERENCE IN GUAM

The Inafa Maolek Mediation Center’s Peacemaker Conference in Guam has just been finished on 3 February. According to the conference programme, the sessions included presentations about mediation and conferencing in several fields, such as criminal cases, child welfare, neighbourhood-, environmental and labour disputes. If you are interested in further information about the centre or the conference, please write to: inafa_maolek@yahoo.com or visit the organization’s website: http://www.inafamaolek.org/index.htm  (Website of the month on Restorative Justice Online www.restorativejustice.org!).  

***********************************************

PUBLICATIONS

1. BARCELONA CONFERENCE REPORT

The summaries of the presentations and the workshops at the Forum’s Bi-annual conference in Barcelona on 15-17 June 2006 can now be downloaded from the European Forum’s website:
http://www.euforumrj.org/conferences.Barcelona.htm
The presentations related to the following issues: RJ and peace-making, RJ and serious offences, RJ in schools, internal dynamics of RJ processes, training and standards in RJ.

2. USEFUL RJ ABSTRACTS

It’s really worthwhile to visit 

http://www.restorativejustice.org/editions/2007/feb07/recent, where you can find a high number of recently uploaded abstracts of restorative justice-related publications. 

***********************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.

