EuFoReC Newsletter – January 2006/2 (sent on 23 January 2006)
*******************************************************************************************

Dear Colleagues,

Please find some information about the restorative justice world that might be useful in your work. 

According to the suggestions of some members, from now I intend to focus more on restorative justice, particularly concerning the publication-section. However, I’m still looking forward to receiving any information from you that you think might be useful for other members. 

I hope to see some of you at the COST meeting in Tel Aviv and send my best regards to all of you!

Yours,

Borbala

*****************

FUTURE EVENTS:

1 – 6 March: Event series in Tel Aviv, Israel

1 – 3 March: COST A21 Working Group meetings

Regular meetings of the 4 COST working groups and of the Management Committee. For more information about COST, please go to: http://www.euforumrj.org/projects.COST.htm 

5 March: Workshop on “Contact hypothesis and its limits in managing ethno-national conflicts”

The Conflict Management and Negotiation Program of Bar-Ilan University is proposing to the members of the COST group a workshop that will deal with the analysis of the results of applications of approaches that stem from the contact hypothesis. The four cases of ethno-national conflicts chosen for analysis are the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the conflict in Cyprus, the Northern Ireland conflict and the conflict in the former Yugoslavia. Each of the cases are currently being either managed or resolved, each at a different stage of conflict allowing the analysis of this topic to be from a wide encompassing perspective. 

If you are interested in the programme of the workshop, please send an email to me.

6 March: 1st Conference on Serious Violence and Restorative Justice

The 1st International Conference in Israel on Serious Violence and Restorative Justice will be held on March 6, 2006, at Bar-Ilan University. Admission is free. The conference, which will be conducted in English, will spotlight interpersonal serious violence and victims, an essential but too often overlooked party in the justice process. The goal is to learn from the experiences of people from around the world and to search for modes to overcome the obstacles encountered.

You can find more information on: http://fp.enter.net/restorativepractices/rjisrael06.pdf 

6 – 10 March: Reconciliation and Peacebuilding in Divided Communities, Cluj-Napoca, Romania

A five-days international programme with participants from Latin America, Africa, Asia, Europe and North America organized by TRANSCEND, The Peace Action, Training and Research Institute of Romania (PATRIR). 

For more information, please visit: http://www.transcend.org/ 

16 March: Positive Conflict Resolution - Mediation and Community Development in Scotland

            Edinburgh Conference Centre, Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh

            More information: http://www.sacro.org.uk/events/conference.html 

30 March – 1 April: International Penitentiary Conference, Barcelona

The deadline to register for the Congress is 15th March 2006.

            The deadline for sending a paper proposal is 10th March 2006.
            For further information and for the programme, please go to: http://penitenciari.meetingcongress.com/eng/home.php 

24 April: Inviting Dialogue: Restorative Justice and Victim Offender Mediation 

Kwantlen College Conference Centre, Richmond, BC, Canada

More information: http://www.cjibc.org/training.htm
28 April: public training offered by Fraser Region Community Justice Initiatives Association

More information: http://www.cjibc.org/training.htm
29 – 31 March: Restorative Action in Schools: Conversation Peace

            Cwantlen College Conference Centre, Richmond, BC, Canada

            More information: http://www.cjibc.org/training.htm
3-5 May: Enhancing The Dialogue - Promoting The Peace Under The Law

Mainz, Germany, German National Victim Offender Mediation Conference 

            More information: http://www.toa-servicebuero.de/index.php?id=287 

5-8 June: "We Belong to Each Other"
            San Antonio, Texas, USA

The conference focus is on the importance of finding connections and relationships with family and the community to strengthen the safety and well-being of children.

Conference highlights include: keynote addresses by Maria Guajardo Lucero, Mike Doolan and Paul Nixon; skills building institutes; seminars; workshops; learning circles and local community program tours.

            Early-bird registration deadline is May 6, 2006.

For conference information, please go to:

http://www.familypower.org/library/ah06info.html
            To download a conference brochure, please go to:

http://www.familypower.org/library/ah06brochure.html
18 – 20 October 2006: The Next Step Part 2: Developing Restorative Communities

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA, International Institute for Restorative Practices

Pre-conference workshops: October 15-17
The conference will bring together people from a variety of fields and backgrounds. It will explore the development of "restorative communities," where restorative practices are the primary modality for dealing with wrongdoing and conflict. 

Submit a proposal to present a 40-minute or 80-minute session, sharing your knowledge and experiences. No formal written papers are required.

A reduced conference rate is available to presenters. The deadline for submissions is April 17, 2006.

More information: http://www.restorativepractices.org/beth06/index.html 

PAST EVENT: 

30 - 31 January 2006: Expert Meeting for reviewing the UN Handbook on Restorative Justice

A Handbook on Restorative Justice is planned by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to be published in mid-2006.  A two-day Expert Group Meeting was organised by the Criminal Justice Reform Unit on 30 – 31 January in Vienna, to review the draft text of the publication.

You can find a brief report about the meeting on www.fellegi.hu or in the next issue of the Newsletter of the European Forum.

**********************

PUBLICATIONS and RESEARCH FINDINGS

Ivo Aertsen, Tom Daems and Luc Robert (Eds): Institutionalizing Restorative Justice, Willan Publishing.

Has just been published! Congratulation to the editors and the authors! The book contains the elaborated papers of the speakers at the two-day workshop 'The Institutinalization of RJ in a Changing Society' with - in addition - some extra chapters by other authors - a workshop which several COST and Forum members  attended in early November 2004 at the University of Leuven, Belgium.
            More information about the book: http://www.willanpublishing.co.uk/cgi-bin/indexer?product=1843921588
Restorative Justice Consortium. (2006). The Positive Effect of Restorative Justice on Reoffending London, England: Restorative Justice Consortium. 

There have been numerous studies carried out across the globe focusing on the relationship between Restorative Justice and re-offending. This report focuses solely on results that have illustrated the positive effect that Restorative Justice can have on re-offending.

You can download the full text of the report here: http://www.restorativejustice.org.uk/Resources/pdf/RJReductionReoffending.pdf 

A UK study shows that majority of crime victims reject the idea of prison and favor restorative justice meetings between victims and offenders

A new survey in the United Kingdom shows that nearly two-thirds of crime victims believe that prison sentences don't prevent re-offending.

More than half favor face-to-face meetings between victims and offenders, so victims can relate the impact of the crime and offenders can take responsibility and make amends.

The survey, commissioned by two UK organizations, Victim Support, which helps crime victims, and SmartJustice, a crime-prevention "think tank,"

and performed by ICM Research, polled a random sample of 991 adult victims of crime.

To read Victim Support's report, please go to:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/vocsurveypr.html
To read coverage in the UK newspaper, The Guardian, please go to:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/guardian01-06.html
To see the survey results, please go to:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/vocsurvey.html
McKinnon, Peter (2005). Squaring the Circle With At-Risk Youth Justice Canada. 5(2): Online. 

The Peacemaking Circle project, which involves Crown prosecutors, provincial court judges, social workers and community activists, aims to help youth who have committed criminal offences, along with those likely to come in conflict with the law. In essence, youth participate in a series of meetings to identify issues and problems, devise effective solutions, and track progress. (excerpt)

The article can be found here: http://canada.justice.gc.ca/en/dept/pub/jc/vol5/no2/page5.html 

TIP!

Abstracts of plenty of very interesting recent research studies can be found on the Restorative Justice online website here: 

http://www.restorativejustice.org/editions/2006/feb06/recent
And of course, for your research and work don’t forget to use the Reading Room Database of the European Forum’s Website (http://www.euforumrj.org/reading.room.asp) that also includes the abstracts of the major restorative justice-related books and articles.

**********************
RESEARCH CALLS

ECRP 2006 competition
The Standing Committee for the Social Sciences (SCSS) has launched the 2006 call for proposals for EUROCORES European Collaborative Research Projects (ECRP).
Deadline for proposals on 28 April 2006
“The Programme offers the opportunity to conduct problem-driven multilateral projects on any topic within the social sciences that demonstrates an international framework for research collaboration.” 

More information: 
http://www.esf.org/esf_article.php?language=0&activity=7&domain=5&article=444&page=1177 
6th Framework Programme: FP6-2005-SSP-5-A: Scientific Support to Policies           

Closing date(s): 22 March 2006 at 17.00

Call for proposal           

Activity(s) called: Policy-orientated research           

This call supports research activities in order to “improve means to anticipate crime trends and causes, and to assess the effectiveness of crime prevention policies;
assessment of new challenges related to illicit drug use”.

As the call writes, “The Commission intends to focus on the serious crime reduction and preventive capacity of confiscation of criminal proceeds.

The objective of the research will be to assess and contrast the crime preventive/reductive capacity of various Member State practices in criminal confiscation; to assess the effectiveness of models for the return of confiscated assets as compensation or restitution to victims and to suggest one or more ‘best practice EU

models’.

More information about the call: http://fp6.cordis.lu/index.cfm?fuseaction=UserSite.FP6DetailsCallPage&call_id=268 

**********************
OTHER MATTERS

The Stockholm Prize in Criminology - Nominations open now for the year 2007 award

There is a new nomination period for The Stockholm Prize in Criminology. 

Between February 1st and April 15th 2006 the Prize Office accepts new nominations for the 2007 award. 

Nominations made in 2005  for the 2006th award will be considered for the 2007th award as well. 

To study the revised nomination form and to eventually make a nomination:

For more information, please visit:  www.criminologyprize.com
***********************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.

