EuFoReC Newsletter – December 2006 (sent on 18 December 2006)

****************************************************************************************

Dear Members of the Research Committee,

Here comes the December news together with my warmest wishes to all of you for a relaxing year-closure, an enjoyable celebration of Christmas and a very successful year for 2007!

I think we can all agree that the year 2006 was full of interesting events, achievements, new publications and initiatives in the field or restorative justice all over Europe. 

Since you are some of the main engines moving RJ forward in the different countries, I would like to express my appreciation for your work and wish you a lot of energy for the following years to keep restorative justice on the policy and research agenda of Europe! 

Warmest regards to all of you for the cold winter days,

Borbala

************************************************

VACANCY

1. The recently established "Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research" is seeking applicants for a research fellowship position in criminology respectively criminal justice issues. 

Details of the position can be found at

https://www.jobs.ed.ac.uk/vacancies/index.cfm?fuseaction=vacancies.detail&vacancy_ref=3006679&go=GO
*************************

PUBLICATIONS

1. The UN Handbook on restorative justice programmes has just been published 

The publication is a short but highly informative summary about the main principles, models, mechanisms and guidelines of restorative justice as well as of the primary issues related to its implementation, operation and evaluation. The book includes many practical examples about the ways in which restorative-based approaches have been applied in the different societies and cultures all over the world.

The originally English book will be translated to French, Spanish, Russian, Chinese and Arabic languages. 

For ordering, please send an email to criminal.justice@unodc.org 

(ISBN 10: 92-1-133754-2, ISBN 13: 978-92-1-133754-9)

You can find more information about the book and the expert meeting that was held in Vienna on 26-28 January 2006 on my homepage: www.fellegi.hu. 

****

2. New Seminar Kit Explores Conferencing for Serious Offenses

Can restorative justice conferencing be valuable in cases of serious offenses -- crimes like murder, sexual abuse and arson? The IIRP and Real Justice are now offering a "do-it-yourself" seminar kit for groups to examine the use of conferencing in response to serious offenses. The kit includes the award-winning documentary "Facing the Demons," and interviews with conference participants, practitioners and associated professionals.

This article by IIRP president Ted Wachtel and Laura Mirsky explores the issue of restorative justice conferencing with serious offenses and includes excerpts of interviews with conference participants.

To read the article, please go to:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/sos.html
*************************

EVENTS

1. Restorative Justice Research in Europe: Outcomes and Challenges - Final Conference of the COST Action A21 (Warsaw 22-24 November 2006)
The final conference of COST Action A21 provided half-half day to gain some insight into the main issues of each working group. Hence, almost 100 participants – of whom half were COST members and half were external people – had the opportunity to hear about the main results of the four working groups. Following the COST researchers’ presentations about their research studies, each working group invited a widely known external expert to reflect on the results of the working group, and share their thoughts in these four identified areas. As a consequence, the conference’s programme provided a unique combination of recently finished studies and overall views of experts in the field, such as Joanna Shapland, Gerry Johnstone, Hans-Jürgen Kerner and Laura Stovel.
You can find a short summary about the conference on www.fellegi.hu  

Concerning the future plans of the COST Network, we all do hope that the research proposal coordinated by Arthur Hartamann about data collection in restorative justice that was sent to the European Science Foundation will be successful and our network can continue its fruitful activities in a new area, namely mapping the different data collecting systems about Europe’s RJ programmes. 

If you are not in the proposal yet as a partner and you are willing to participate in it, please contact Arthur Hartmann at arthur.hartmann@web.de . 

This network initiative is warmly welcoming any new countries and researchers in this field!

2. Restorative Justice and Victim-Offender Mediation in Europe: Overcoming Obstacles and Strengthening of Networking - Seminar in Helsinki, 11-12 December 2006 
This seminar was the second meeting organised as part of the international initiative that aims to create a network of civil servants working in the field of restorative justice.
You can find my summary about the seminar here: www.fellegi.hu 

****

3. Communication and Peace. 2007 EURICOM Colloquium on Communication and Culture
Date: September 13-15, 2007

Site: Piran, Slovenia

Organiser: The European Institute for Communication and Culture (Euricom)

Topics: The colloquium invites participants to consider forms and functions of communication in the process of negotiating peace, to question the role of media in the (re)production of conflicts and their resolutions, and to reflect on the importance of dialogue in making sense of disharmony and producing closure. Who are the partners in communication and how do they use language (or imagery) to succeed or fail in their quest for peace and how does the process of communication unfold in local, national, or international arenas of human conflict? Suggestions for papers are invited until January 15, 2007.

	Language: English


 Deadline: July 15, 2007

Contact: Hanno Hardt, Slavko Splichal (hanno.hardt@fdv.uni-lj.si, slavko.splichal@guest.arnes.si)

More information about the conference can be found here: http://www.euricom.si/cfp06.html 
****

4. Mediation and Other Methods to Foster Democratic Dialogue – Summer University course organised by the Central European University, Budapest in co-operation with Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, New York and Hamline University School of Law, Minnesota

Date: 11-22 June 2007 

Site: Budapest, Hungary

Course director: James Coben, Hamline University, Dispute Resolution Institute, USA; Lela Love Yeshiva University, Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, USA
Deadline for application: February 14, 2007.
 
Personal recommendation: this is a very useful and practical 2 weeks-long training in mediation with really professional trainers. Moreover, applicants from Central and Eastern Europe might have the chance to receive partial or full waiver, and even scholarship for covering their costs. So it is a perfect opportunity to spend 2 fantastic weeks in the Budapest summer and participating in a high level professional training.
 
You can find the description of the course and all the application documents here:
http://www.sun.ceu.hu/3Courses/courses.php 
 

****

5. The American Humane Association is pleased to announce the 2007 Conference on Family Group Decision Making (FGDM), sponsored by the National Center on Family Group Decision Making, June 6-9, 2007, in Washington, D.C.

Intensive seminars and skills-building institutes will serve as pre-conference activities on June 6. The conference, beginning on June 7, will include plenary sessions, formal workshop presentations, discussion groups and learning circles.

In addition, American Humane will be organizing a "Hill Day" for U.S. attendees to educate their elected officials on Capitol Hill.

To read more about conference goals and presentation guidelines and to access application forms, please visit the FGDM homepage:

http://www.americanhumane.org/site/R?i=3MjfZ1FQPjljlcTEAHx6dQ.

*************************

OTHER NEWS

A new project on "Addressing hate crime through restorative justice"  by the London-based think tank organisation, called Race on the Agenda (http://www.rota.org.uk) has just been accepted by Safer London Foundation. The research and evaluation parts of the project will be done by IARS (Independent Academic Research Studies, http://www.iars.org.uk).

The contact person for the project is: Dr. Theo Gavrielides (T.Gavrielides@iars.org.uk), who is also member of our Research Committee. 

*************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu. 

