EuFoReC Newsletter – August 2007 (sent on 6 August 2007)

****************************************************************************************

Dear Members of the Research Committee,

I hope you are enjoying the summer and have some time to refresh yourself for the next academic year. 

It seems we will need a lot of energy to attend all these upcoming conferences and read all these interesting publications in the topic of restorative justice!

I am very much looking forward to receiving any news from you that you would like to share with the members of our Committee!

Before getting to the actual news, let me wish all the best to you, even if you are working hard at home, or enjoy the summer holiday!

Kindest regards,

Borbala

**************************************************************************************

EVENTS

**************************************************************************************

27-29 August 2007 Criminology & Victimological Society of Southern Africa (Crimsa) Conference 2007

Theme: Perspectives on Crime and Criminal Justice in Africa.

Conference Centre, University of Pretoria Pretoria, South Africa..
Call for papers has been extended to 6th July 2007. All conference details, abstract & registration form, guidelines for paper submissions etc. can be viewed on website: www.crimsa.ac.za
*******************

18-20 September 2007: British Society of Criminology Conference 2007 “Crime and Justice in an Age of Global Insecurity” at London School of Economics, London, UK

Deadline for registration: 10 September

There will be two major plenary sessions. In the first, Professor Jonathan Simon of the University of California Berkeley will be talking about issues arising from his new book, Governing Through Crime: How the War on Crime Transformed American Democracy and Created a Culture of Fear.
In the second, we bring together three important speakers to discuss the future of criminal justice and penal policy: Shami Chakrabarti (Director of Liberty), Rod Morgan (Ex-Chairman of the Youth Justice Board) and Anne Owers (HM Chief Inspector of Prisons). The conference will also include several author meets critics sessions including Jock Young’s The Vertigo of Late Modernity, Robert Reiner’s Law and Order, and the 4th Edition of the Oxford Handbook of Criminology.  

All the conference details, including how to submit abstracts, details of accommodation in Covent Garden and Trafalgar Square, and how to book, can be found on the conference website:  www.lse.ac.uk/bcc2007 

All other inquiries can be made by email to: criminology.conference.2007@lse.ac.uk .

*******************

26-29 September 2007, Bologna: 7th Annual Conference “Crime, crime prevention and communities in Europe” organized by the European Society of Criminology

At the conference there will be a panel specially dedicated to restorative justice. 

More information about the conference: http://www.eurocrim2007.org/ 

*******************

28-29 September, Vienna, Austria: European Mediation Conference 2007: “Mediation goes Europe”

More information about the conference: http://www.europemediation.eu/en/ 

*******************

October 8-11, 2007, Jerusalem: The 4th International Conference of the World Mediation Forum (Jerusalem, Israel, Rennaissance Jerusalem Hotel and Convention Center). 
There will also be a special Preconference Workshop in Ein Gedi (Israel) on October 7-8. Some topics to be presented and discussed include: The Relevance of Western Mediation Education to Asian and Pacific Communities, Dialogue Processes Between Cultures in South Africa, Multicultural Coalitions, Labor Disputes Between Employee Committees and Management - A Multicultural Perspective, Multicultural Aspects in International Environmental Conflicts and Conflicts in Global Business Processes. 

This information, as well as the registration fee schedule, can be found on the conference website which is http://wmf2007.com. 

*******************
9-11 October 2007, Hampshire, UK: Fourth International Winchester Restorative Justice Conference “Restorative Justice: When, Where and How it Works”

Speakers will include Howard Zehr, Rt Hon Lord Justice Robin Auld, Lawrence Sherman, Her Honour Judge Bria Huculak, Graham Robb, His Honour Judge Fed McElrea, Lisa Rea, Sir Charles Pollard QPM , Alice Chapman

More information: http://www.neilstewartassociates.com/rj2007/speakers.html 

*******************

22-25 Oct 2007: Restorative Practices Fall Intensive:  A Two-Day Immersion in a Restorative Alternative School Environment plus Two Days of Core Restorative Practices Training, IIRP Campus, 544 Main Street, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, USA

The Restorative Practices Intensive is a rare opportunity to explore the full potential of restorative practices: a powerful four-day experience that will immerse you in the restorative culture of CSF Buxmont schools for delinquent and at-risk youth, followed by two days of core restorative practices training. After your firsthand involvement in the restorative environment of a CSF Buxmont school, you can immediately deepen your understanding by learning about what you've just experienced.

CSF Buxmont programs are particularly significant as an example of a restorative environment. In two empirical research studies, the programs were shown to halve re-offending rates and improve social values and self-esteem, a remarkable finding.

To learn more or to register, please go to:

http://www.iirp.org/intensive
*******************

Peacemaking Circle Training in Norway  

Phillip and Harold Gatensby, of the Tlingit nation from the Yukon, Canada will be in Norway in September – October 2007. 

They will run three courses:

1. Finnmark (in the very north of Norway) 17 – 21 September

2. Oslo  24 - 28 September

3. Telemark (central south of Norway) 1 – 5 October

All courses will last 5 days (Monday-Friday). Each course will have a maximum of 30 participants.  

Harold Gatensby says about their background and work:

Tlingit is one of the Indigenous peoples from the Northwest coastal area. I was born and raised in a time of unhealthy transition between two worlds. My Community was negatively impacted by being the location to one of the many Indian residential/boarding schools.  I have been working for over twenty-five years in the peacemaking field.  I have been recognized for my contribution many times. When asked what motivates me, I must say it is from a feeling of gratitude and the absolute understanding that we desperately need to create a healthy, more conscious world for the future of humanity. It is my ayunderstanding that we are all living examples of what it is that we believe.  

My brother Phillip, myself, and our families have dedicated our lives to helping to create a better world for the future of all those coming behind us. Over the years we have developed a unique process that creates an environment which promotes the healing of all aspects of a human being. This transformational process has taken us throughout North America in order to accommodate the requests for assistance in many areas struggling with life’s challenges. The success and effectiveness of this process has been spread virtually by word of mouth. While not being advertised, this process has taken us to work with individuals, with families, with communities, in prisons, churches, all levels of education, within street gangs, judges, police, ex-cons, Federal Justice management teams, and many tribes of Native Americans etc. 

Those of you who have seen the film A Healing River, will remember Phil and Harold. Those who haven’t will find interviews and other information at  http://www.youtube.com/heartspeak 
Topics to be covered:
  

The content that we would encourage the group to cover within the workshop is as follows:

 

spirituality and the importance of spirituality in healing individuals and communities

values and importance of values in dealing with disputes especially within the communities, within the families and also within the self 

we will also discuss how to initiate a process that will begin to build community support and empowerment

how to use this process to build better working relationships between the different systems within the community

we suggest using scenarios that are meaningful to the community in mock circle's to gain a working knowledge of how the circle process feels

the trainers will share the experiences that they've gained in their community based systems

the trainers will use storytelling and traditional methods throughout the workshop

Costs

The fee for this five days course will be approximately NOK 2000 (250 euros). Travel costs, food and lodging are not included. 

For further information contact:

Knut Petterson (courses 1 and 2) - Knut.Petterson@domstol.no
Bente Geving or Hege Leidal (course 3) - b.geving@online.no or hegeleidal@hotmail.com 
*******************

7-9 November 2007, Budapest, Hungary: The 10th International Conference of the IIRP: “Improving citizenship and restoring community”

More information: http://www.iirp.org/hu07/index.php 

**************************************************************************************

SCHOLARSHIP

**************************************************************************************

1. The Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law offers several doctoral research positions within the areas of Criminal Law, Criminology or Sociology as of January 1st, 2008.

These doctoral positions are granted in the context of the interdisciplinary programme of the new 'Max Planck Research School on Retaliation, Mediation, Punishment (IMPRS-REMEP)'. Candidates graduated in the disciplines of history of law, international law and (social) anthropology are invited to apply according to the parallel calls of the Max Planck Institutes for Social Anthropology (Halle/Saale), for European Legal History (Frankfurt/Main), and for Comparative Public Law and International Law (Heidelberg).

The research agenda has its focus on fundamental questions as to how social order and social control is negotiated, constructed, maintained and re-gained. These issues are of particular significance in the context of conflict and post-conflict societies, where traditional approaches to mediation and reconciliation are being adopted in the search for modern strategies of conflict resolution, amending or – partially – replacing, well-established systems of punishment mainly based on concepts of retaliation.

Deadline for submission is September 15th, 2007.

For further information please visit

http://www.mpicc.de/ww/en/pub/research_schools/imprs_remep/open_calls.htm
or write to Dr. Michael Kilchling (m.kilchling@mpicc.de).

*******************

2. IIRP Graduate School Offering Scholarships for Introductory Courses, with Classes in Two Locations

In the interest of spreading awareness and knowledge of restorative practices, the IIRP Graduate School is offering three-credit tuition scholarships for its introductory courses: Basic Restorative Processes--Introduction (YC/ED 501); Restorative Conferencing (YC/ED 502); and Family Group Decision Making (YC/ED 503).

Students can attend these courses in two Pennsylvania locations: Lansdale and Bethlehem.

The prerequisite introductory course, Basic Restorative Processes--Introduction, is scheduled for September 8-9 in both locations and October 27-28 in Bethlehem only. Subsequent courses are offered on a rolling schedule throughout the fall and winter. 

The IIRP offers two 30-credit graduate degrees in the emerging social science of restorative practices: a Master of Restorative Practices and Education and a Master of Restorative Practices and Youth Counseling. A non-degree graduate certificate in restorative practices is also available. The IIRP Graduate School has been approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. 

For more information, please contact the registrar at 610-807-9221 or visit our website at: http://www.iirp.org
**************************************************************************************

RESEARCH 

1. Home Office Restorative Justice research projects 3rd Evaluation Report published by Joanna Shapland et al. of the Centre for Criminological Research University of Sheffield

Research published in June 2007 by the Ministry of Justice shows that 85% of victims and 80% of offenders were satisfied with their experience of a Restorative Justice conference – a meeting between the victim and offender with supporters of each present. 

The report can be downloaded from here: http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/research190607.htm 

The Report ‘Restorative Justice: the views of victims and offenders’ also showed that:

- 78% of victims who took part in RJ conferences said they would recommend it to other victims 

- 90% of victims who took part in an RJ conference received an apology from the offender in their case; as compared with only 19% of victims in the control group

- Only 6 victims, and 6 offenders, out of 152 offenders and 216 victims interviewed, were dissatisfied with the RJ conference after taking part

- Around 80% of offenders who took part in the RJ conference thought it would lessen their likelihood of re-offending. 

- Victims who had been through a Restorative Justice conference were more likely to think the sentence the offender had received was fair, than victims in the control group who did not participate in RJ

- This research compares with just 33% of victims who think the CJS meets their needs; and 41% of victims who think the CJS brings offenders to justice [British Crime Survey 04-05].

This English research tallies with research from around the world showing the extremely strong victim benefits from restorative justice; and that RJ can give offenders the insight and motivation to stop offending. 

In 2006 a Smart Justice poll with Victim Support showed that 51% of victims think that offenders having to meet their victims would stop them committing further crimes while the British Crime Survey 2004-05 shows that around half of all victims want access to RJ. 

But whereas RJ is now an option for victims of young offenders, less than 1% of victims of adult offenders who want it have access to RJ. In the light of today’s research the Restorative Justice Consortium (RJC) and Smart Justice are calling for much greater provision of RJ for victims who want to take part. 

This research report is the third from Professor Joanna Shapland at Sheffield University. Her reports were commissioned by the Home Office to provide an independent evaluation of the Home Office Crime Reduction Programme Restorative Justice research projects. The first two reports, looking at how the schemes were set up, and at the RJ process itself, were published by the Home Office in 2004 and 2006, and can be found at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs04/rdsolr3204.pdf and http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs06/r274.pdf
*******************

2. Restorative justice is a viable option for addressing hate crime new research shows 

Today, Race on the Agenda (ROTA) releases its report “Restoring relationships: addressing hate crime through restorative justice”. The research identifies case studies whereby hate crime is addressed successfully by community-based restorative justice programmes such as mediation. Statutory criminal justice agencies seem to be unaware of restorative justice, but when partnerships are formed between them and community-based organisations the results are encouraging. 

ROTA’s project is supported by a range of funders concerned with the worrying levels of hate crime in London, namely City Parochial Foundation, Safer London Foundation and Commission for Racial Equality. ROTA is carrying out the project in partnership with other organisations from the voluntary sector such as Independent Academic Research Studies and Southwark Mediation Centre. 

“To win the battle against hate crime and its consequences there must be a break down of the stereotypes, attitudes and world views that foster it in the first place. The current criminal justice system does not allow the facilitation of dialogue which appears to be one of the means for combating hate crime. Restorative justice is one form of this dialogue” Dr. Theo Gavrielides, ROTA’s Head of Policy said. 

ROTA’s report will be followed up with fieldwork using restorative justice practices that address hate crime in London and training of statutory criminal justice agencies on restorative justice principles. 

For more information or for receiving the full report, please contact Theo Gavrielides at theo@rota.org.uk. 

**************************************************************************************

PUBLICATIONS

**************************************************************************************

1. Aspirations of Restorative Justice Proponents and Experiences of Participants in Family Group Conferences by Margarita Zernova 
Br J Criminol 2007 47: 491-509. 
http://bjc.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/47/3/491 
This article will examine some key aspirations of restorative justice advocates. It will do so on the basis of the evidence collected in the course of an empirical study conducted in one family group conferencing project. The article will demonstrate that there is a significant gap between aspirations of proponents and practical realities of restorative justice. Possible explanations for the existence of the gap will be suggested. It will be argued that the findings of this study support some concerns of critics about dangers resulting from pursuing restorative ideals in practice.

*******************

2. Criminal Punishment and Restorative Justice 

by David Cornwell, Waterside Press, 2006

“If the voice of restorative justice is to resonate more widely RJ must demonstrate that it will deliver better justice in a modern-day context. This book sets out to establish the credentials of RJ for this - as a force for change at criminological, penal and everyday, practical levels. The book provides a refreshing analysis of the inherent divide between punitive and restorative approaches to questions of criminal justice.”

More information: 

http://www.watersidepress.co.uk/infoCPRJ.html
*******************

3. Restorative Justice online this month: interesting selection of studies about the applicability of restorative justice in the Bougainville conflict

http://www.restorativejustice.org/editions/2007/august07/
*******************

4. Families Shamed - The consequences of crime for relatives of serious offenders by Rachel Condry (LSE), Willan Publishing, 2007.
For more information: http://www.willanpublishing.co.uk/cgi-bin/indexer?product=184392207X 

This book examines the experiences of relatives of those accused or convicted of serious crimes such as murder, manslaughter, rape and sex offences. A broader literature exists on prisoners’ families, but few studies have looked specifically at those related to serious offenders, or considered their experience other than as prison visitors. Many of the difficulties faced by ‘mundane’ prisoners’ families are magnified for the relatives of serious offenders, first by the length of sentence, and secondly by the seriousness and stigmatizing impact through association of the offence itself. 

Families Shamed draws upon intense qualitative research which combines long, searching interviews with the relatives of serious offenders with ethnographic fieldwork over a period of several years. The book focuses on how relatives made sense of their experiences, individually and collectively: how they described the difficulties they faced; whether they were blamed and shamed and in what manner; how they ‘understood’ the offence and the circumstances which had brought it about; and how they dealt with the contradiction inherent in supporting someone and yet not condoning his or her actions. 

This is the first book to tell the story of serious offenders’ families, the difficulties they face, and their attempts to overcome them. At the same time a focus on offenders’ families also draws our attention to the ways in which women are affected by crime, illuminating the broader effects of crime and the criminal justice process on the proportionately greater number of women involved. It contributes also to wider debates about the social organization of the meanings of crime, and questions the tenability of some core policy assumptions about offenders and their families; the relationship between the state and the family, and its bearing especially on expectations about family responsibilities.

*******************

5. Restorative justice applied for victims of clergy abused – article by Theo Gavrielides, Director of IARS, and Lisa Rea, President of the Justice and Reconciliation Project for the Los Angeles Times (July 18 2007)

“If restorative justice can be applied in Rwanda why not in the clergy abuse scandal? The evidence is there from the victims we work with and the research we have conducted healing occurs through restorative justice. The research we have carried out with victims of sexual abuse, domestic violence and even hate crime shows that they are more satisfied with restorative justice, offenders change, and recidivism rates go down. The Los Angeles Archdiocese could apply restorative justice if they clear the way for such victim offender meetings with those victims who choose to participate and release the offenders (the priests) to meet their victims. 

Ironically, the U.S. Catholic Bishops in 2000 nationally voted to support restorative justice as a policy position. To our knowledge there has been an unwillingness to apply restorative justice to these abuse cases. Victims and offenders need restorative justice as an option. They cannot do it alone.” 

If you are interested in the full article, please contact Theo at t.gavrielides@iars.org.uk.
*******************

6. A quite though-provoking article about the possible role of NGOs in inter-ethnic conflict resolution…:

Gerald M. Steinberg, "Civil Society, Intercultural Dialogue and Political Activism: Rethinking EMP Policies", Published in Intercultural Dialogue and Citizenship Translating Values into Actions: A Common Project for Europeans and Their Partners, edited by Leonce Bekemans, Maria Karasinska-Fendler, Marco Mascia, Antonio Papisca, Constantine A. Stephano, Peter G. Xuereb, (Marsilio, Venice 2007)

The full article can be downloaded from: http://www.ngo-monitor.org/data/images/File/Steinberg%20--%20EMP%20and%20Civil%20Society-%20published1.pdf

*******************

7. Handbook of Victims and Victimology, Edited by Sandra Walklate (University of Liverpool), Willan Publishing, forthcoming. 

For more information: http://www.willanpublishing.co.uk/cgi-bin/indexer?product=9781843922575 

The study of criminal victimisation has developed to the stage where by victimology is now regarded as a central component to the study of crime and criminology. This focus of concern has been matched by the growth and development of support services for the victim of crime alongside increasing political concern with similar issues. The central purpose of this book is to bring together leading scholars to produce an authoritative handbook on victims and victimology that gives due consideration to these developments. It will be concerned to reflect contemporary academic, policy, and political debates on the nature, extent and impact of criminal victimisation and policy responses to it.

The book includes a chapter “Victims in Restorative Justice” by Jim Dignan.

*******************

8. Jamaica Begins Implementation of Restorative Justice

The government of the Caribbean island nation of Jamaica is now engaged in a program to promote the use of restorative justice throughout many areas of society, to redress past harms and begin making enduring changes in the culture. Jamaica's commitment to RJ was heralded in January and February 2007 with a 21-day period of "national grieving, atonement, healing, restoration and reconciliation," culminating in a two-day training and two-day international conference, assisted by the IIRP, at Northern Caribbean University.

This article, by Joshua Wachtel, covers the beginnings of implementation of RJ in Jamaica, and includes interviews with people who've been central to the process.

To read the article, please go to:

http://www.realjustice.org/library/jamaicarj.html
To download the a PDF version of the article, please go to:

http://fp.enter.net/restorativepractices/jamaicarj.pdf
**************************************************************************************

OTHER NEWS

**************************************************************************************

1. Message from our Committee member, Annemieke Wolthuis (Netherlands)

“After almost ten years of work at the Defence for Children section in Amsterdam where I worked with great joy, I will start a new challenge in September 2007. I will start as a researcher with the Open University, where I will mainly work on a PhD on restorative justice for juveniles. As from October 2007 my tasks will be taken over by Mariëlle Bruning, part-time professor youth law at the University Leiden and currently connected to Bureau Jeugdzorg Noord Holland. For urgent matters you can contact our new director Jan-Pieter Kleijburg at:  jp.kleijburg@defenceforchildren.nl. From September 2007 I can be reached at the following address: annemieke.wolthuis@ou.nl. Thank you for the good cooperation and/or contacts. Kind regards, Annemieke”

*******************

2. Independent Academic Research Studies (IARS - http://www.iars.org.uk/) is recruiting researchers (consultants/volunteers) working in different crime and social policy-related areas, including the field of restorative justice. 

For the detailed call, please see the attached document. For more information, please contact Theo at t.gavrielides@iars.org.uk. 

****************************************************************************************************************

If you do not wish to receive more information from the Research Committee of the European Forum, please send an email to borbala@fellegi.hu.
